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Elaine P. Maimon, Ph.D.
President
Governors State University

According to anthropologist Dell Hymes, “A community is defined as a group of
people who know the same stories.” Many thanks to the 40th Anniversary Committee
for compiling these GSU stories, defining the past, present, and future of our community.
Certain keywords appear again and again: family, opportunity, dreams. GSU has
transformed the life-stories recounted on these pages.
My own GSU story is still in process. From the moment that Mort and I arrived
here in late June 2007, the GSU community (both on and off campus) has made us
feel at home. As I reflect on GSU today, I recall what drew us here in the first place: a
dedicated faculty and staff, a tradition of experimentation, and students who value their
education and are willing to work hard for it. As we move into the next 40 years, GSU
has the strength and positive momentum to face the current economic challenges. Building
on our traditions and inspired by the spirit of innovation, we are poised to become the
model 21st century university. That is our community story for the next 40 years.
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Growing Up at GSU
David Curtis
Interim Provost
Governors State University
I grew up at GSU. I arrived in August 1971, a green, naïve, excited,“University Professor,” age 30. I “retired” as a Professor
of Management at the end of June, only to morph into an Interim Provost the very next day. When retirement truly occurs,
I’ll be closer to age 70. My first day in the warehouse campus seems like both yesterday and an eternity ago.
Like so many of the early ’70s arrivals, I intended to remain at GSU for about four years then return to warmer climes.
But one thing led to another. My wife, Jean, didn’t want to leave Chicago, the Cubs, or Marshall Field’s, and new opportunities
kept coming up at the university. So I remained and my title kept changing. My first mentor here was Virginio Piucci, and
I vividly remember his enthusiasm about all things academic and particularly his passion about the importance of GSU to
the students we served. Others I can never forget: Bill Engbretson who first hired me, Leo Goodman-Malamuth for whom I
worked 10 years as provost, Elaine Maimon who would not let me retire on schedule, and my closest friends – Jerry Baysore,
Gordon Cochrane, Tom Layzell and Bill Dodd. Many others also shaped my life in so many ways. Thanks, GSU.
Every professional opportunity, and there have been so many, can be traced directly back to GSU. I actually left for four
years to be Academic Vice President at another university, and never considered that I’d return. But return I did, this time as
provost – second only to “professor” as the best job in the university. Thanks to GSU I was a Higher Learning Commission
consultant/evaluator and made more than 40 visits to colleges and universities all around the Midwest and to Britain, Greece,
Cyprus, Japan and Korea. Work with the American Council on Education took me to military installations in both the U.S.
and abroad, working to improve the educational opportunities for service men and women. Those consulting and evaluation
visits made me a better provost and professor, and gave me the chance to see much of the world while others paid the air fares.
Thanks, GSU.
My best friends of the last 38 years have been associated with GSU at one time or another. There is the “prayer group,”
the bi-monthly poker game (nickel, dime, quarter) that began with a group of GSU faculty and staff in the spring of 1972;
five of the original seven still play and the “new guys” all have or had a connection with GSU. Daniel Bernd, an English
professor, GSU’s first “grand ole man of the campus,” and an original prayer group member, always encouraged me to “keep
your integrity above all else.” It’s the best advice one can either get or give. Thanks, GSU.
I leave the best for last, the teaching. I spent 16 years “up close and personal” with our students. That is where I believe
my personal impact will be the most important and lasting. I must have taught more than 3,000 students during that time,
and my most gratifying rewards have been the letters, notes, comments on student evaluations, and personal statements I’ve
received from many of them. Teachers can touch lives in ways that provosts and associate vice presidents cannot. When I
sit in the rocking chair on the front porch of the old folks’ home reflecting back on my professional life, it will be my role
as a teacher – not that of crafting academic policies and initiatives -- that I’ll be most proud of. And GSU gave me that
opportunity. Thanks, GSU.
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Making an Impact
IMPACT was developed by the Program and
Invitations Committee for the 40th Anniversary
Celebration with an idea that students, staff,
and local residents would enjoy giving voice to
the transformative, positive change they have
experienced through their association with
Governors State University. The idea for such a
journal emerged from discussions about how
this anniversary might be marked by something
tangible which would have a presence beyond
scheduled celebrations. The group embraced the
idea, believing it reflected in both its structure
and hopefully, in its content, driving elements of
what has made GSU such an important institution
during its first 40 years: egalitarian outreach
to the community and a search for individual
excellence.
Participation was solicited through a variety of
media outlets and 53 works were submitted.
Eight readers made up the Review Committee.
The group took their time and focused on content,
clarity, and the articulation of a personal point of
view, often reading each piece as many as five
times. The 40 essays, articles, and poems selected
for inclusion offer highly individual, sometimes
idiosyncratic, impressions of the deeply personal
change that education and opportunity can forge
in contemporary life.

The committee worked hard to realize a vision of
a magazine that, in its content, would echo core
elements of the GSU Mission. We hope that this
40th Anniversary Celebration edition of IMPACT
speaks to you in some special manner and echoes,
perhaps in a small way, your experience at
Governors State University.
Committee Members
Sheree Sanderson, Chair
Geoffrey Bates
Lynne Clayton
Burt Dikelsky
Dor Fitzgerald
Cynthia Hutson
Ann Jaso
Kathy Miller
Margaret Nugent
Patricia Thompson
Graphics
Ron McDavid
Ann Needham
Editing
Margaret Brady
Lindsay Gladstone
Tom Houlihan
Design
Ron McDavid
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Yvonne Bailey, B.A.
M.A., Communications Studies,
Current Student

I Found My Place at Governors State University
My attending Governors State University was no accident or fluke. I passed
by the school every day on my way to
work; one day I thought it would be
nice to go to school there, because I
would be closer to home. I knew it
was a two-year, upper-division university but I didn’t know if I had enough
credits to get in.
I had attended two junior colleges
over the past 15 years, but I did not
receive an associate’s degree from
either one. I never felt an urgency to
finish what I started. Working fulltime became my priority. However, I
have learned a job is not necessarily
a career, but an education can lead to
one.
I joined the U.S. Navy, and while in
the Navy there were opportunities to
continue my college education, but I
was afraid to try. I saw other enlisted
persons go to college, so I knew it was
possible; I just didn’t think it was possible for me at the time.
By the time I enrolled at Governors
State University, I was an older student, with a full-time job and a family.
But I was a more focused student on
a mission to finish what I started over
15 years before. This time I knew my
time was precious, and I expected every class to be a learning experience,
designed to build a brighter tomorrow
one class at a time.
The first time I walked through the
doors at Governors State University,
I believed I was in the right place. As
I sat in various classes, I felt comfortable; the classes were a nice size, the
students were mature, and the atmosphere was conducive to learning.
When I walked from the parking lot
to the school, I felt a sense of belonging. Sometimes, on my way to class,
I heard the bells chime, and I thought

it was a lovely sound. I asked myself,
“Why do the bells chime at Governors
State University?”
I found my place at Governors State
University because it was at Governors State where I learned to face my
fear of math. For the first time I actually received a grade higher than a “C”

in that subject. It was at Governors
State where I learned to stand in front
of an audience, make eye contact, and
give a presentation. It was at Governors State where I had to dig a little
deeper and study a little harder to get
the grade that brought tears to my
eyes; a grade that confirmed I could
accomplish anything if I really tried,
and studied hard. It was at Governors
State where I received a paper from
a professor who wrote, “You are a
talented writer.” It was at Governors
State where I finally found my place
and stayed in the race and finished my
Bachelor’s Degree in Liberal Arts. It
was at Governors State where I gained
the confidence, the guidance, the
respect, and the opportunity to succeed. It was at Governors State where
I learned to examine my intrapersonal
and interpersonal communications.
It was at Governors State where I
learned to research various communications topics utilizing the library’s
resources. It was at Governors State
where I learned to listen. It was at
Governors State where my world was
broadened in a Philosophy & Communications class and I learned my
perspective of the world was only my
perspective. It was at Governors State
where I was challenged to venture
into the past and examine what some
of our great poets and writers knew
about this gift called life. It was also
at Governors State where I learned
it is never too late to reach for the
sky; I decided to continue my higher
learning and enrolled in the Master’s
Degree program in Communications,
to climb the next mountain one class
at a time.
I think I know why the bells chime at
Governors State University, and my
interpretation is they are saying, “Welcome back, Welcome back!”
IMPACT
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Pamela S. Bell
B.A, Interdisciplinary
Studies, 2009

Governors State University Has Changed My Life

A New Beginning

It was a warm summer afternoon, and the clouds were clear
and bright. I remember it so well,
the day I walked into GSU. My
daughter and I came to GSU seeking opportunities for educational
advancement. My daughter, a 2008
graduate from the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, was
seeking a master’s program that
would later enhance her opportunities for entrance into law school and
I was looking into the Interdisciplinary Studies program. I had been
attending Chicago State and was
very unhappy because of the lack of
staff professionalism and the overall
learning environment. When we
entered the admissions department,
we were greeted with warm smiles
and information that would ultimately lead to a new beginning for
the both of us.
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I met Lana in the Interdisciplinary
Studies department. She patiently
provided me with a professional
overview of the program. Lana reviewed my transcripts and, instantly,
I started my path into Governors
State University. I was so excited
when I left her office. I ran home,
completed the application online,
and was accepted into the program.
Lana had provided me with the
inspiration I had needed for over 25
years.
Through excellence, access, and innovation, Governors State has truly
inspired me. I am a single parent of
two, and I have taken pride in their
academic achievements, but lacked
the confidence and drive to continue my own education. I probably
have the necessary skills to perform
any job, but the lack of a formal

education led me to a dead end.
GSU gave me all the confidence
that I needed and so much more. I
am proud to say I will receive my
bachelor’s degree, and graduate with
honors, in June, 2009.
During my tenure at GSU, I have
learned anything is possible. My
advisor, Sue McCoy, is a pure gem.
Sue put her trust in me and led me
into a direction that I never would
have dreamed of doing alone. Sue
was always available for me when I
needed her. I have since been accepted into the Masters in Communications program that begins this
summer. Along the way, I also have
been helped by professors, financial
aid officers, library staff, and those
in the tutoring center. It has been a
tremendous road traveled because of
everyone at GSU.

My heart is filled with joy as I
prepare for graduation. My life has
changed because I now have the
drive for empowerment, not only
for my children and myself, but also
for those who will follow. I now
know that dreaming of accomplishing one’s endeavors is never ending. There are times when I feel
as though I am a spokesperson for
GSU, because of its impact on my
life. Although many opportunities have passed me by because of a
lack of education, I am proud to say
“NO MORE”. I can do anything
through dedication and education.
I have worked hard and studied
tireless hours, but the feeling of accomplishment is so overwhelming.

even more inevitable when I took
the required workshops. Each
of these workshops had different
meanings for my life. My listening
class with Instructor Sorely taught
me how to look at things from
different perspectives and how to
perceive things in different ways
other than my own. My Healthy
Viewpoints class with Professor
Evans taught me the importance of
having a healthy mind while being
in school. I have committed myself
to maintaining a “youthful mind.”
My most important class came
from Instructor Winn, in Systems
Thinking, who made me realize the
importance of looking at my own

past and applying life’s experiences
to education.
My college degree is the most
rewarding asset that I have obtained
from GSU. My mother, who has
suffered two massive strokes and
brain surgery, will finally have that
degree to hang on her wall after
one of her three children graduates
from college; for many years she has
longed for that to happen.
Many doors have been opened and
that would never have happened
if GSU had not been concerned
about my future and my education.
GSU gave me a new life.

GSU’s interest in me kept me motivated, but my drive became

IMPACT

9

Loren Beuke
M.A., Communications and Training, 2008

Education Is What You Make Of It
hen I was in graduate school, I would frequent
the office of my advisor Marilyn Yirku and talk
about various topics surrounding my education
at Governors State.
I would compare the merits of our program against others I had gone through and also evaluate the quality of
the student body. Professor Yirku was always quick to
point out that such comparisons were really pointless.
You can find advantages and disadvantages in every
institution of higher learning. My astute advisor made
it clear to me that the quality of a person’s education
could only be measured against what they learned in
school and how they applied in their personal and professional endeavors. To quote Professor Yirku, “Education is what you make of it”.
In the months that have passed since I left GSU, I
am often reminded of that phrase. I was not particularly
an optimistic person before I returned to school. I now
have a much larger perspective of the future and the
many possibilities before me. The GSU experience has
made several important impressions upon my life. Let
me note a couple.
I think one of the most rewarding experiences I
can take from GSU is the relationship I developed with
many of the students. You see, my situation was not
unique. I returned to school after a 27-year hiatus. This
was also true for many of my classmates.
GSU remains “a great place to finish what you started.”
I am very proud of the fact that I returned to school
to finish my requirements for a master’s degree. But I
am even more impressed by the number of students
from various backgrounds and circumstances who also
finished what they started. I have made some wonderful contacts and friends from my GSU experience. I
intend to stay in touch with them for many years in the
future. It is not only about friendship, but the process
of developing a strong network of contacts in a field of
concentration. All of us owe this university our heartfelt
thanks and gratitude. I show my thanks everyday. My
rear auto license plate proudly displays that I am an
10
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alumnus of GSU.
But if I had to specifically define how GSU has
changed my life I would only have to look in the areas
of my own self-improvement. As a student I often received high grades on papers I submitted. The problem
is I never felt in command of anything I put down on
paper. Even if I wrote a great paper, I really had no idea
or understanding of how it all came together. Since I
left GSU, my primary concentration is increasing and
sharpening my writing skills. I went back to the basics and started to reread basic grammar books. I was
amazed at how much I had forgotten or never really
learned. I began to review several writing style manuals
(including the APA), my old term papers, and writing
assignments as part of my self-training. I can now look
at my papers with a more discerning perspective and
critical eye. My standards of what is good and what is
just acceptable in a paper or article have begun to take
shape.
One major project I am undertaking is to review a
number of local and national columnists for their writing styles and use of language. I was hoping to find a
style that I could develop as my own in future writing
projects. The great pleasure that comes from this project is that I now have a few columnists that I read on a
consistent basis. In fact, I make it a point to read at least
one hour every day.
And this is where I can directly see where GSU
has made a difference in me. I would never have undertaken such a project had I not returned to GSU. In fact
this very submission is a direct result of my attempt to
become a better writer.
For me, the classroom is never closed. I walk
through as a very confident individual. I now believe it
is only a matter of time before I reach all personal and
professional pursuits.
Professor Yirku was right. Education is what you
make of it. I am living proof of how a degree at Governors State University can transform a person’s life.

Patricia J. Brownlow
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies, Current Student

THE IMPACT OF
GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY ON MY LIFE
Encouraged by an employer, I began taking classes at GSU in 2000, an adult
learner returning to school after many years. Time and finances allowed me
to take only a few classes at a time. Besides the academic atmosphere in
which I feel comfortable and challenged, I like the empowered feeling of
studying and writing. Gaining more credits toward earning my degree is extremely gratifying. However, GSU has added another dimension to my learning -- being with people from a diversity of cultures. It was a real pleasure to
have an Asian professor as my instructor in a logic class. A Native American
taught me about the contemporary literature of his race. An African American, Muslim, woman helped me master English writing skills. These are just
a few examples.
The student body is equally diverse and therefore a lesson in itself. Recently
I attended a workshop in which I was the only white person in the class. It
was quite an interesting learning experience for me, and one that I value. A
few weeks ago, in the university cafeteria, I spoke with Chinese students who
were organizing a table tennis tournament at the school. Knowing people
from other cultures is broadening and gives a feeling of connectedness to all
others. A learning institution that offers that feeling is providing more than
academics. As our world “shrinks” through modern technology, as Thomas
Friedman noted in his book The World Is Flat, understanding different cultures
is more important than ever.
Having the university in the community offers many social opportunities. I
especially enjoy the free classical concerts so beautifully performed by the
music students from Roosevelt University. My friends and I attend lectures
and other events.
The landscape around the university is another area that I enjoy. The Prairie
Preserve is a tribute to our Illinois native landscape and I’m glad it is there. I
also enjoy the pond with its surrounding wildlife. Many peaceful moments of
study have been spent on the benches there.
To have Governors State University within my Chicago Southland area is an
advantage and I’m proud to call it my school.

IMPACT
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Keith Briggs
Facilities Development and Management
Governors State University

The Impact That GSU Has Had On My Life
I will say that GSU has had a huge impact on my life.
It all started with my wife, Angela. After our first year of marriage in 1995, Angi and I decided that she
would quit her job and work on her master’s degree full-time. In 1997, Angi received her master’s degree in Early
Childhood Education from GSU. She then went on to teach in early childhood and primary grades in District
149. While Angi was attending GSU, she noticed the university was hiring in several positions, and told me about
them. To make a long story short, I started working at GSU in 1997, on what would’ve been my mother’s 67th
birthday, August 1. My mom died that March. My anniversary at GSU is special in more ways than one.
When Angi and I got married in October of 1995, we got pregnant immediately but had a miscarriage. It
took three years to conceive again. After that, the babies kept coming. After the birth of our second child, we decided that Angi would come out of the classroom and stay at home to raise our children. When I started working
at GSU, we had no children. Almost 12 years later, we have seven. People in the GSU community saw Angi and I
go from no kids to seven in the past ten years.
Angi and I now home school our children. We’ve started a home school group,
C.H.O.S.E.N. (Chicagoland Christian Homeschoolers of the South Suburbs Enrichment
Network). Our children are benefiting from
the education and finances received from GSU,
where I have now worked for 12 years. Once
again I say, “GSU has had a huge impact
on my life.”
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Margaret Brady, BS, MFA
College of Health and Human Services
Governors State University

Thanks to be Given

T

omorrow, May 1, 2009, I will celebrate my
one-year anniversary of employment with
the College of Health and Human Services
at Governors State University.

right in my backyard, an institution dedicated to
making a difference in the lives of my friends and
neighbors. Until now, that is. And that’s why I’m
feeling damn lucky.

As I reflect on the last year, my thoughts are as
random as the erratic honking of the geese that
swirl and spin outside my G-Building window.
Primarily, I feel deeply grateful to be here.

To begin with, I’m blessed to have grown up in a
home headed by two college-educated parents
who treasured learning. In fact, the day after he
retired from 37.5 years with International Harvester, my dad (Richard L. Brady), who had been a
metallurgist all his life, signed up for art and literature classes at the local community college.

No, that’s far too polite. I feel pretty damn lucky
to be here. (Special thanks to my buddy Mike
Hopkins, who told me about his job opening up.
Mike — a GSU grad — is a successful lawyer now.
Another GSU “success story.”)
Why so lucky? Because I’ve always wanted to
work for an educational institution. It may sound
corny (call me Pollyanna, you won’t be the first),
but I’m proud to say that my entire career has
been spent working and writing for organizations
dedicated to improving or caring for the lives of
south suburban residents. Places like the Star (now
SouthtownStar) Newspapers, Aunt Martha’s Youth
Service Center, and Palos Community Hospital.
But I’ve never had the chance to work for an
educational institution — let alone a communitybased, upper level institute of higher education

While some dads took their kids to Riverview,
our dad took us to places like the Art Institute or
the Museum of Science and Industry when we
were young. On weekends we’d hop in the car
and drive to some college campus (Purdue, Notre
Dame) for an impromptu tour.
Sometimes education is wasted on the young: the
five of us kids didn’t know how lucky we were
then. But we do now.
Fresh out of journalism school, my feature-writing
job brought me to GSU’s doors on numerous occasions. And I was never disappointed; there was
always a fascinating story to be found in the halls
and corridors of GSU.
Continued on page 14
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or instance, there was art professor Dr.
Joyce Morishita, who taught for more
than two decades at GSU. For her story,
Dr. Morishita related the trauma her family went
through while being detained in a World War II
internment camp in California.
And there were other fascinating artists to write
about, people who brought new sculptures to
GSU’s famed Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park.
(We, my dad and my siblings, took many a walk
around the grounds of GSU, and later, through
the Sculpture Park. The park combined two of my
father’s loves: nature and art.)
I simply can’t recall all the stories I was able to
get out of GSU. But I do remember GSU’s eclectic
Creative Woman magazine, and the wonderful Dr.
Helen Hughes, who published some of my poetry
and for whom I wrote several reviews.

There was always something happening at GSU.
Like the stimulating – and challenging – two-day
writer’s workshop I attended, featuring acclaimed
Chicago poets and writers Li-Young Lee and Edward Hirsch. I fell in love with Lee’s poetry back
then. And it was an excerpt from a Li-Young Lee
poem, “From Blossoms,” that I read at my father’s
funeral in 1998. “O, to take what we love inside /
to carry within us an orchard …”
So many memories. Over the years, GSU has been
a touchstone – a place I’ve come home to, time
and time again, for various reasons.
And now that I’m ‘home’ again, I find myself
working with some truly remarkable people here
in CHHS — people who believe in the college’s
mission of “Make Someone’s Life Better.”
GSU has made my life better. In many, many ways.
There are thanks to be given.
All around.
Thank you, GSU.
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Mike Byrne

What GSU Means To Me
GSU has had an enormous
impact on my life. My experiences at GSU have put me on
the right path towards success
by allowing me to realize my full
potential. GSU has shaped my
life for the better and made me a
better person.
Before I came to GSU, I was
an average student who did not
put much effort into my studies. Now my academics are the
number one priority in my life; I
take great pride in saying that I
made the Dean’s List this past semester. It is because of GSU that
I have matured into a full-fledged
student and really started applying myself, putting forth my best
effort into my school work. This
would not have been possible if
it weren’t for the professors at
GSU. They made me realize how
truly important academics are in
order to succeed in life, and that
success will only come through
hard work and discipline. Not

only did they prepare me for my
exams, but they also prepared
me for what I will encounter in
the real world. I now have the
confidence to hit the ground running once I graduate, thanks to
my professors at GSU.
The diversity of the students
here at GSU has really had an
impact on me. I have encountered and befriended many
people of different cultures who
I might not have had the chance
to meet otherwise. I now go out
of my way to meet people who
are different from me as a way
to learn more about what I do
not already know. I have become
friends with people of various
ages and backgrounds, some
with already established careers,
who have shared the knowledge
from their experiences.
GSU offers students many
extracurricular activities, and I
have taken full advantage of
them. These activities provide
an opportunity to its students

to gain useful work experience
while meeting and networking
with people of similar interests.
By working on the Student
Council, I have been able to gain
valuable experience that would
not be otherwise possible. Leadership is so important in life;
because of this experience, I can
now say that I am a leader. Being
a business major, I can now really
comprehend how an organization runs from the inside, while
developing essential skills necessary for success in the business
world.
My time at GSU will eventually come to an end, but the experiences and knowledge will last
a lifetime. I have matured into
a successful adult, and that has
prepared me for professional and
personal growth. Thanks to GSU,
I now have the attitude that I can
accomplish anything I put my
mind to, and now know the true
meaning of hard work.
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Edgar Casillas
B.A., Business Administration, 2009

Governors State University
represents opportunity,
empowerment and freedom to me in my life.

Here, I feel free.
Free to be who
I am and feel
proud of it,
free to ask
“why not?”

Six years ago, when I came to
this country from Mexico, the
idea of attaining an education
was a remote dream. I would
have never imagined that I was
going to be able to go to college.
There were just too many “obstacles” in my way.

treasure and I am certain that
I will use one day or another.
These learning experiences have
allowed me to go from working
in a fast food restaurant to enjoying and making a positive impact
at the administrative level of my
current job.

When I first came to GSU, as
a transfer student from OliveHarvey College, those obstacles
became opportunities for growth
– not only academically and professionally, but personally. Soon
after I walked through its doors,
I realized that this university truly
appreciates, promotes, and celebrates diversity, and that I was
part of a global community with
shared values.

Since coming to this country, I
have never felt more like at home
– like in my beloved Mexico –
than in the quiet and peaceful
landscapes of Governors State.
Here, I feel free. Free to be who
I am and feel proud of it, free to
ask “why not?” all the time, and
free to express myself through
the multiple curricular and extracurricular activities on campus.

While completing my Bachelor’s
Degree in Business Administration, I felt empowered and
capable to do more than what I
thought I was able to do. Every
single class, every faculty member and every classmate taught
me many lessons that I now
16
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GSU offered me all the services
I needed to ensure a successful
career. Being part of the Title V
Latino Center for Excellence has
represented an important empowerment and development
resource that guides me in the
right direction and provides me
with encouragement and motiva-

tion to excel in every single step.
Being a University Honors Scholar
exposed me to a multidisciplinary
view of the world. It allowed me
to get the most out of my education and think beyond any limits.
Governors State University has
made an impact in my life and in
the life of my family that is just
almost impossible to describe on
paper. Being the first person to

ever go to college in my family
and having the opportunity to
graduate with honors is a dream
that, thanks to GSU, became a
reality. In two years, I went from
being the shy and quiet student
who was struggling to learn a
new language, to being selected
as the Class of 2009’s student
speaker at Commencement.
I believe that there is no better
evidence of the life-changing

effect that Governors State can
produce than the many successful stories that we continuously
hear in the halls of GSU. I thank
and commend the entire Governors State family for producing
such a significant impact in our
lives throughout these past 40
years.
¡Muchas gracias Governors State
University!
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Adontaus Chalmers
B.H.A., Communications Disorders, 2009
When I began at Governors State University in Fall 2007, I was no stranger to college.Yet
GSU felt very strange. As I moved through the registration process, everyone was nice and helpful.
I heard “Welcome to GSU” no less than four times. Though I felt as though GSU was strangely
unique, I did not experience the richness that GSU offered until I began classes.
I knew that I wanted to become a Speech-Language Pathologist. I knew that obtaining a
bachelor’s degree in Communication Disorders was the first step to achieving my goal. Even with
all of this knowledge, I was terrified my first day of classes. I believed that the professors would
be distant and cold, and that my classmates would be competitive and judgmental. These fears
were just a reflection of my own insecurities about my academic abilities. From my very first class,
to my very last, the professors were always accessible and eager to share their experiences. They
were genuinely concerned with not only their students passing, but understanding and applying
the knowledge being so meticulously bestowed. The caliber of professors at GSU never ceases to
amaze me. They are amazing and they choose to educate the next generation of professionals.
They define nobility.
The greatness of the professors is only surpassed by the commitment of the students at GSU. I
instantly felt at home alongside my classmates. We were the same: working adults with everything
to lose and everything to gain by continuing college. I admired my classmates because, like me,
they were people who were putting their hearts and souls into every assignment and every paper
because every assignment and every paper and every project was completed at the expense of family dinner, bedtime stories, and a good night’s sleep. We understood each other and we supported
each other. The only competition was to surpass our own personal best.
The most important and life-changing experience I have had at GSU is in making close
friendships that will last a lifetime. Words cannot express how I have absolutely depended on my
friends to help push me through, and to make me not take myself so seriously. Having friends also
made me learn how to be a good friend. These past two years at GSU helped me to experience
the fulfillment that accompanies being someone else’s support system, confidant, and cheering section.
GSU has impacted my life in so many ways. On Saturday June 6, 2009, I will graduate with
High Honors with a Bachelor of Health Sciences degree. In the fall I will begin the graduate program in Communication Disorders. These achievements, while monumental, are only a portion of
the reason why GSU has had such an impact on me. I have grown as an academic and a person. I
gained confidence in myself and my abilities. I have acquired an absolute passion for my field, and
I have made friends who will be with me for the rest of my life.
GSU has impacted my life and I, in turn, will impact the world.
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Jane Cox
The Center for Performing Arts
Governors State University
I first became aware of GSU nearly 20 years ago, when I was only seven years old. My mother, seeking her M.B.A., began attending GSU. I would occasionally accompany her to her classes
and join her for meetings with her professors. I think I knew my way around the campus better
back then than I do now! Although my interests did not lie in statistics and economics classes, I
found something exciting and exhilarating about visiting GSU. Of course, I felt very important
socializing with adult students and professors.
My experience continued after my mother graduated. She returned to GSU, this time as an
employee with ECN – Educational Computer Network at the time, now ITS. Her initial group of
co-workers became an important part of my life. I loved visiting ECN on my days off from school
and accompanying the team on the walk from their building to the cafeteria in the main building. I thought it was such a treat to get a hamburger in the cafeteria and sit with all the adults.
Little did I know that in a few years, I would be an employee at GSU myself, ordering a burger
in the cafeteria.
Another exciting aspect of GSU came with the inception of The Center for Performing Arts.
The first show I saw at The Center was “42nd St.” I remember being so excited that such talent
was so close to home. Although going to the city was exciting, it was far easier to see top quality shows at this familiar location where I felt right at home.
I began my employment at The Center in the summer of June 2005, soon after graduating from college with my B.A. I started as a part-time employee in the box office at The Center
for Performing Arts. In March 2007, I became a full-time employee. Working at The Center has
exposed me to unique experiences, taught me a wealth of skills, and exposed me to various
aspects of the entertainment field. I feel very fortunate to work with such an exceptional and
creative group of people.
I also run my own community theatre group that regularly performs at the university. Governors State is a place that encourages free thinking and creativity and at this point, I can’t
imagine my life without GSU.
IMPACT
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John DeYoung,
B.A., Communications, 1996
M.A., Communications and Training, 1999
University Library
Governors State University

Remembering Eli Segal
Governors State University will always have a
special place in my heart. As a student, I had
many friends who made my academic years enjoyable, and I learned a lot from my various instructors inside and outside the classroom. However,
one instructor really made an
impact in my life. He was
more than just a teacher. He
was an instructor, a mentor,
and a man who was highly
respected by not only me,
but other students within the
Communications curriculum.
I considered him my personal
Professor Kingsfield, a man
I wanted so much to make
proud. That man was Professor Eli Segal.
He was the first teacher I
had at GSU. The class was
Media and Society, and I remember sitting in the middle
of the classroom with waddled-up nerves churning in
my stomach. I really didn’t know what to expect.
I attended a junior college, but this was a whole
new ballgame. Questions kept running through
my mind. What was the class going to be like?
What was the homework going to be like? Will I
be able to handle the load? What was the instructor like? And then…he walked in.
20
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The dark-haired, gruff-looking man entered the
room as if he had a purpose. He never looked
around or made eye contact with anyone. He just
made a beeline to the front desk holding various folders and items at his side including the
textbook we would be using.
He exuded confidence as he
stood at the podium looking over the minds that he
was going to shape. “Good
evening, everybody,” he said,
looking out into the class.
“This is Media and Society,
and I am Eli Segal.” He
went on to describe the class
curriculum and what he
expected from all of us – but
what I got from being in all
of his classes was so much
more.
To be in Eli’s class was more
than just reciting facts and
memorization. He didn’t
want his students to regurgitate everything we read or researched. He wanted
ideas and not just ideas that came from textbooks
or even from him. He wanted students to challenge those ideas presented within the class. He
loved debate. He loved being the devil’s advocate.
He wanted his students to stand up and have a
mind of their own, and to have facts to back up

their ideologies. Not only did he stress this in his
lectures but also in the essay portions of his tests.
Professor Segal made you realize that it’s OK to
have your own concepts and not be afraid to share
them, as long as you can back them up.

degree, or that Eli Segal liked my script. Thinking
back, I think it was the latter.

My relationship with Eli didn’t end after I graduated. When my Dad died, Eli counseled me and
was there when I needed to get some pent-up
emotions out. He kept reminding me that no matOne other thing I noticed about Eli was that he
ter what, he was there for me. Now that he is no
always had this uncanny way of showing stulonger with us, I miss him. In my heart, I can
dents they had potential and that he encouraged
hear him encouraging me to pursue my dreams,
them to use that potential to their fullest. One
which is probably why, even today, I am still despecific moment for me was my final thesis. For
my final project, I was going to write a screenplay. termined to make him proud.
However, this was not just an ordinary screenplay -- it was a screenplay for a Christian movie.
When I presented this idea to Professor Segal, I
expected some ribbing like he sometimes did with
me. I was also expecting some resistance because
I knew Professor Segal and I didn’t see eye to
eye when it came to religion. When I told him
my passion for writing this script, he said without
hesitation that I should do it. I had to wait for a
while to find out how I did but most importantly,
I wanted to know what he thought of my screenplay. Eli approached me with my script in his
hand. He looked me dead in the eyes and said to
me, “If you don’t try and get this produced, I am
going to kick you in the ass.” I don’t recall what
made me happier: that I completed my master’s
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Burt Dikelsky
The Center for Performing Arts
Governors State University

April 1997: Discovery
Driving to the South Side for
the first of many times for an
interview at a place called Governors State University. Random
thoughts while driving:
• Why have I never heard of this
university before?
• What kind of arts can survive
on the South Side?
• Why am I doing this? I am a
North Side kid.
• Why does the road say “94
East” when I am going south?
• Where am I? Where is Lake
Michigan?
I ended up being late to my first
interview at GSU as I sailed past
the appropriate exit off I-294 and
continued on into Indiana. A
mistake I would repeat often in
subsequent years. As I wound
my way back to the campus location, I began to wonder where
in the world I was. Why were
there so many cornfields around
me? Then a new discovery: For
the first time in my life I saw an

22

IMPACT

electric commuter train car. I
was stunned. I thought those
trains only ran on the South
Side of the city. Then through
a dust-coated windshield, GSU
appeared amidst a sea of prairie
plants looking at the same time
alone and engulfed by a unique
group of sculptures shadowing
over unremarkable buildings.
What have I gotten myself into?
Why am I here?
Inside the university is where
trepidation turns to hope. I
make apologies for my lateness
and look around at the inquisitive and smirky faces staring at
me, then gather up my strength
for the interview. In this session I learn about the passionate
dedication of GSU President,
Paula Wolff, and Board President,
Karen Reid, as they outline the
development of the dream that
has become The Center for Performing Arts. As I tour the venue

with the group, my dreams
begin to form. It occurs to me
as I drive away from the first
interview that the real jewels of
what this building may become
are two remarkable women I just
met. The people of the theatre
are always what bring life to the
dream and I see that this structure in the fields is just an outline
of the drama. They spent a good
deal of time in that interview trying to court me for the job, but
the truth is they had me from the
first offer of chocolate candy during the session.

Random thoughts:

May 2009: Revelation
Nobody who has grown up on
the north sides of the city of Chicago and its suburbs can really
have a clue as to what diversity
in its entire implications means.
To me the South Side of Chicago
was a dark unknown filled with
the unemployed and poor communities. My geography and
demography were all turned
around as I tried to navigate the
needs of an upper level institution with no arts programming.
I had never spent a great deal
of work or personal time with
African Americans and did not
feel I knew enough about the
tastes of South Siders to be able
to bring an arts program to life.

I was full of the skills necessary to • How many moments of
bring performers to a venue, but
inspiration have we provided
not aware of the life-blood that
for children and adults in our
made this GSU community work.
14 years?
Again it was the people of GSU
and the Southland that made
the impact. People respond with
passion when they feel that we
care about the needs of the soul.
The Center has nurtured the collective soul of a region.
The years and tens of thousands
of patrons have made an impact
on me and an impact on GSU.
These citizens have pumped
life-blood into The Center. They
have made it possible for this institution to present unforgettable
music, theatre, dance, and family
programming. It is as though the
prairie has welcomed and applauded a beautiful old chestnut
towering above the plains.

• How can I ever thank the
people who prodded, guided,
and helped me to make this
contribution at GSU?
• Where have all the years 		
gone?
• What will be the next grand
moment for this grand
institution?
• I still can’t figure out why the
lake is on my right!!!

On me the impact has been overwhelming
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Edward John Fitzgerald, B.A.
M.H.S.,Addictions Studies, Current Student

IMPACT
In order to fully measure
the impact Governors
State University has
had on my life, I must
explain almost 30 years
of community involvement within the breadth
of this narrative. This
impact has been felt
personally, academically, and professionally; moreover, I would
be wise to never allow
myself to drift too far
away from GSU and its
immeasurable contributions, regardless of
my geographic destiny.
Each of my parents
has enjoyed success at
GSU. In the near future,
I look forward to earning a Master’s Degree in
Health Science, which
my father achieved in
1977.
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During my youth, I
participated in several
on-campus recreational
activities including age
group swimming. At
the age of seven, I was
enrolled to swim competitively as a member
of the Lincoln Trail
Sharks at GSU. I will
never forget Coach
Bruce, and the significant impact he had on
my interest in the sport.
During my graduate
assistantship for the
College of Health and
Human Services, faculty
members in the Addiction Studies/Behavioral
Health Department, as
well as other professional colleagues, made
a regular habit of swimming in the newly reno-

vated pool in the fitness
center on campus. This
experience was nostalgic for me, to say the
least, and the recreational staff was always
friendly and accommodating to our needs.
Staff members who
operate the kitchen
and cafeteria at
Governors State also
deserve praise.
Having put in long
hours as a
student worker,
I could always rely on
Chef Miguel to satisfy
my hunger pangs. On
behalf of the student
population, I would also
like to thank such kind

and considerate register
workers, including Betty,
Tom, Nicole, Porsche,
and the entire staff for
always welcoming me
to the newly installed
Starbucks coffee counter with genuine smiles.
Their service often goes
unrecognized but such

contributions
should not be overlooked. Thank you
team!
Usually after a meal, especially during warmer
weather months, it became routine for me to
take a walk around the
large backyard of the
university and casually
stroll through the Nathan Manilow Sculpture
Park. Geoff Bates, the
curator, demonstrated
kindness and patience
as he sat and listened to
my stories relative to the
beauty and personal significance of the artwork
shortly after my discovery of its awe-inspiring
treasures. During the
summer of 2008, I had
the privilege of participating in the filming of

a movie, intentionally
made to promote and
showcase Manilow’s
greatness and the park’s
attractive appeal. We
enjoyed perfect weather
and everyone involved
was treated to a memorable experience. Those
students and faculty
who have yet to take a
walk out back and

admire the artwork
of man and nature
would be cheating
themselves out of a
simple pleasure marked
by this magnificent
landscape.
As I describe personal,
academic, and professional gains at GSU,
I must add that this
would never have been
possible without my
parents’ influence. As
previously mentioned,
my father earned a
degree in Health Administration from GSU and
my mother enjoys her
service in the College
of Education. It is with
great pride, moreover
modest humility, that
several of my former

students from my brief
teaching career respond
today with keen interest
in becoming educators
themselves as their lives
also feel this impact.
As a student majoring
in Addictions Studies/Behavioral Health,
it is clear to me that
I have received the
best education from
the most knowledgeable instructors in the
field. Furthermore, my
classmates, colleagues,
and I look forward to
becoming future leaders taught by the best.
Every student should be
as fortunate.
It is my absolute pleasure to dedicate this
concluding paragraph
to the following instructors, personnel, and
support staff residing
in the lower G wing as
members of the College
of Health and Human

Services. Without these
people my life would
have never been the
same, and if I accidentally omitted someone,
my sincerest apologies:
Dean of CHHS Dr. Linda
Sampson, Dr. Gregory
Blevins, Dr. Judith Lewis,
Dr. Cheryl Mejta, Peter
Palanca, Mark Sanders,
David O’ Donnell, James
Golding, Maya Hennessey, Dr. Jacqueline
Elder, Dr. Raven James,
JoAnne Smith, Nancy
Burley, Cassandra Morales-Howell, Shavron
Kelley, Kelly Robinson,
Ann Jaso, Yonterme
Banks, and also Ilene
Baldwin, Gail Mosier, as
well as my office partner
Nikia Adams for putting
up with me throughout
this chapter of the roller
coaster!
Thanks to everyone!
Why Not?
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Katrina Garrett
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies, 2009

The Positive Impact GSU had on My Life

A

n old saying tells us, “There is a time and a
place for everything.” This rings true in my
experience as an undergraduate student at
Governors State University. The door was opened for
me with a welcoming smile which made the fear of
re-entering college dissipate. I pursued the thought
of returning to school after I was laid off from a job I
enjoyed immensely. The unpredictability of my future
inspired me to re-think my direction in life. Governors
State University was there with open arms that offered
an alternative to my present disappointment by proposing that I “empower” myself.
As an Interdisciplinary Studies student, I was
encouraged to explore various disciplines and make
choices for my future by setting goals. At first, I was
apprehensive my age and any role it would play for me
as a GSU student. This uncertainty was dissolved when
I met a woman in the library. She had lovely gray hair
and a vibrant smile. She had just completed her undergraduate degree in Communications and was in her
first trimester as a graduate student. Wow! Until then I
had not entertained the possibility of entering a graduate program and now I met someone who was doing
it with a smile. These are the kind of students that I
frequently met at GSU.
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The diverse culture at GSU made me feel like I
belonged here. I was not looked upon as being old or
as a minority. By meeting people from various backgrounds and cultures I reassessed my belief in community and unity. We were GSU students whose goal
was to make lives better for ourselves, our families, and
our world. It was at GSU that the common goal was
to acquire knowledge, empowering ourselves through
education and making a difference in our community.
It was this message that motivated me to continue and
complete my undergraduate studies. Needless to say,
the journey was challenging; but with the resources
offered at GSU, I was able to step up to the challenge
confidently, and never alone. The instructors were also
sensitive to the fact that they have students who have
been out of school for a while.
I once had a delightful conversation with librarian and biology instructor Nancy Shlaes; it confirmed
for me that GSU is a haven of knowledge, inspiration,
and empowerment. I mentioned that I was graduating in June and she said she would also be attending
the ceremony. “I just love Governors State, don’t you?”
I said. “Yeah, I love this place,” she replied. We smiled
and laughed. It was one of those moments when you
do not care about being awkward or vulnerable. It
was a student and a staff person sharing how they felt
and you just don’t get that kind of conversation anywhere. It was real emotion and shared from the heart.
Professors Hudson and Winn, Interdisciplinary Studies
instructors, provided me an opportunity to reinvent
myself and my purpose. They were truly inspirational.
I have embraced knowledge more than I have ever
before. Attending Governors State University was
definitely a turning point in my life. I was forced to
reinvent myself. Now I actually have a college degree.
This achievement can motivate my children to further
their education and serve as an example of perseverance for the young girls I mentor. It was the right time
and the right place. That place was Governors State
University and the time was NOW.

Diane Giles
The Center for Performing Arts
Governors State University

Governors State Impact
I started working at Governors State University on April 16, 1998 at The Center for Performing Arts.
I came to the university at a time when I had lost my job. I had heard that there was an opening for a Building
Service Worker. Unfortunately, the job posting had expired the day before I came in.
While talking to HR, I found that they still had a job application I had filled out a few years earlier. HR only
keeps the applications for one year, but for some reason my application was still on file, making the first step to
applying for a job already done. Because the job posting had expired, HR asked if I would like to apply for a job
that was open in the theater. I went to talk to the executive director the same day. Mr. Dikelsky and I talked; he
introduced me to the box office people and I left, never thinking that I would be called back to test for the job.
I started my job at the theater knowing nothing about computers. Theater work is almost totally done on the
computer! I don’t think I was asked about my knowledge of computers during my interview. To make a long
story short: I am now the Box Office Manager and work on a computer all day, five to six days a week. I enter
shows and do maintenance on those shows on a daily basis.
I think the day I came to the university for a job was one of the special days in my life. It was the beginning of
a lifelong journey that I have come to love. Hopefully, it’s a journey that will never end. Every day that I get to
see my co-workers, I get to laugh, smile, and know that our “family” works hard to please every patron who
comes to The Center.
I have worked with many people and I have made a lot of good friends. But most importantly, I have learned to
do a job that I would never have thought I would be doing.
Every day at the theater is a special because I always have new challenges and I am able to meet those challenges.
After all of my years at The Center, I still enjoy coming to work every morning and being a part of its operations, and therefore also being part of the university.
Governors State University has become
my second home; I will stay at this
home for years to come.
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Laurie Giller
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies, Current Student

What Impact
has GSU had on
My Life?
Governors State University has
impacted my life in many ways. I remember when the University was first
built. My family moved to University
Park and we had a family membership at the YMCA at GSU. I remember
swimming in the pool and regularly
attending exercise classes. It was
very exciting to live near a college.
I worked in downtown Chicago and
commuted on the Metra Electric Line
to my job in the city. I remember driving every day past the university to
the train station and always admiring
the “gigantic” sculptures on campus.
I also remember thinking to myself
that someday I wanted to go to college at GSU.
After 30 years of working downtown and completing some college in
the city 15 years ago, getting married
and having two children, I had experienced some of the highs and lows
in my career and knew it was finally
time to return to school and complete my bachelor’s degree. So, here I
am – finally a student at GSU! I am
enrolled in the School of Interdisciplinary Learning. I have been attending school since Fall 2007 and will
soon graduate with a Bachelors of Art
Degree in Interdisciplinary Studies.
With the assistance of the staff and
advisors in the SIDL, I was able to
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quickly decide that this program was
best for me at this point in my life.
Enrolling in this program has given
me the flexibility I need, especially by
taking some of the online courses, as
I work a full-time job and manage my
children and household.
GSU’s faculty, staff, and advisors
have been wonderful and very helpful whenever I need them. The wide
range of resources and student activities available to me are phenomenal
and actually make this transition
smooth and easy for me. I’ve found
going to college to be an enriching
experience and a lot of fun. I am also
thankful for the financial aid opportunities offered at GSU, such as
low- interest student loans or scholarships. This year, I was thrilled to be
the 2008-2009 award recipient of the
St. Paul Federal Scholarship, presented by the GSU Foundation and
the GSU Alumni Association. These
organizations spend a great amount
of time and effort raising funds and
seeking donations for many awards

given to students, like myself, who
need financial help in continuing with
their educational studies. It’s good to
have people believe in you and I am
so grateful to GSU for providing this
wonderful form of support!
There are many ways that students can help or “give back” to GSU,
such as volunteering at many different school activities. For example, I
volunteered my time to work with
the SIDL on forming a Student Union
for the students in this group. I met a
lot of interesting people as a result.
Also, I volunteered a couple of hours
making phone calls to members of
GSU’s Foundation and Alumni Association, just thanking them for their
past and present contributions and
donations to the university. This was
a very rewarding experience for me.
Getting involved keeps me going and
usually opens a new door for me for
more wonderful opportunities. Most
importantly, it makes me proud to be
a student at GSU. After I graduate, I
plan to continue my education and
enroll in a master’s degree program.
Thank you, GSU, for impacting my
life! Thank you Dr. Elaine Maimon for
a job well done as president of GSU!
Happy 40th Anniversary GSU!
Congratulations and Best Wishes

Elizabeth Gorsline
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies, 2009
I have a confession. I am a
45-year-old college student. It
started innocently enough. I was
experiencing a so-called midlife
crisis when, at age 38, I decided to
get a bachelor’s degree. The reason
is complicated and ordinary. I had
taken a crooked education path in
my twenties. During the age most
college students get their education,
I was too involved in my social life
and living in the moment to have a
future plan. I did not have any idea
of what I wanted to do for the rest
of my life, and I could not cope
with the strict cookie-cutter curriculums that most traditional colleges
offered.
As much as I liked my job
and was proud of my accomplishments, I always had a longing for a
“real” college degree. I hoped
to someday teach the field
I was working in, medical
transcription, and knew it
would be necessary to further
my education.
In my search for a college
where I could get a bachelor’s
degree, I discovered the School of
Interdisciplinary Learning at Governors State University. This unique
program let you tailor your curriculum to study the classes you need
to further your career advancement.
GSU would also give credits for
life experience. Because I lived 60
miles from the campus, the option
to take on-line classes was very
convenient. The first time I visited
the GSU campus to attend my
orientation, my emotions bubbled
over as I passed the huge Governors
State University sign at the entrance
driveway. I was finally going to attend a real university.

I felt right at home in the
relaxed atmosphere of GSU. There
were such a variety of students – all
ages and cultural backgrounds. I
loved the fact that there were adult
college students! They were like me,
going back to school because of
whatever life reasons: children, military service, and career changes. The
professors were wonderful; they really cared if the students succeeded.
The greatest impact on me
was my fellow GSU students. Even
though I took many of my classes
online, I also started to take some
classes at the campus. I looked forward to my
“campus day”
and interacting

with the other students and being
in class “live.” I was amazed at the
younger students’ determination as
they struggled with full-time jobs
and took as many credit hours as
they could. They made me think
– if they can do this, so can I. The
adult students were just as inspiring.
Many of them are working parents
who also hold down full-time jobs
and try to balance school with their
family lives, and manage to stick
with it. In fact, the determination of
most of the students at GSU put my
life into perspective. I fed off their
courage and stamina.

When I first decided to get a
bachelor’s degree, my priority was
to get my degree so I could further
my career. However, my attitude
started to change during my time at
GSU and the educational journey
itself was a lesson. As a child, during
family trips, my mother and father
always stressed to my brother and
me that traveling to our vacation
destination was just as valuable as
being there.You all have heard the
saying “getting there is half the fun.”
We are proudest of the things
that are the most difficult to
achieve. Being a middle-aged
student has had its ups and downs.
There are times when I was frustrated and tired of studying and
wanted to quit. But I kept pressing
on. I sometimes felt embarrassed
when I would get looks of pity
from adults my age when I told
them I was a college student. My
younger nieces and nephews think
it’s amusing that their Aunt Liz has
to do homework like they do.
GSU’s impact in my life is not
only about furthering my education, but also my self-discovery. We
are all students of life. My education
has enriched my mind and proven
my strength and endurance. Of
course, I could not have done this
without the amazing support of my
husband, family, and close friends.
I did it. My GSU journey will
take me to my graduation this June
with a Bachelor of Arts. I am happy
I chose GSU to empower me for
the rest of my life.
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Bonnie Gregg
B.A., Board of Governors, 1999
M.A., Communications and Training, 2004
College of Education
Governors State University

Governors State University is my second home. It has
provided me with education,
encouragement, growth, and a
vocation. Only when I sat down
to write this essay did I realize
how much of my experience here
dictated where I went in life.
I started at GSU in the winter of 1998. I started not only a
bachelor’s degree, but a position
in the Financial Aid office as a
Secretary IV. I was thrilled; I had
previously worked at Kankakee
Community College and found
I really enjoyed higher education. Working in Financial Aid
was hectic but a great way to get
to know the university’s ins and
outs. I was pursuing a Board of
Governors degree (now Interdis-

30

IMPACT

ciplinary Studies) and I spent a lot
of time explaining to classmates
what it was, and how incredibly helpful it was to me and
other returning adults. Little did
I know how this program would
subsequently impact me.
After about a year in Financial Aid, I moved to the
Division of Psychology & Counseling as Staff Secretary. There
I was exposed to the academic
side of the institution and met
people who have become lifelong friends. For two years I was
fortunate to be in a department
where the personnel were full
of humor, mentorship and encouragement. So encouraging,
in fact, that my boss wrote me a
reference letter for another job

(and career): Academic Advisor in the Board of Governors
program. In September 2001 I
started in the job I now consider
my vocation. The Board of Governors office gave a green, fresh
B.A.-holder the opportunity to
advance and to move out of the
secretary role.
Working in the BOG office
gave me a tremendous amount
of experience as an advisor, and
I cannot thank my co-workers
enough for their mentorship and
encouragement. Since I was a
graduate of the program, it was
a perfect fit; I was able to talk
to students first-hand about my
experiences. Due to its comprehensive nature, it is the best
training ground in the world for

an advisor. Every job as an advisor I’ve had since then has been
easier because I came with so
much background knowledge. I
worked in BOG for five years,
gaining experience and growing
as a professional. During this
time I also started and finished
my master’s in Communications
from GSU – and got married two
weeks finishing work for the
degree.
By 2006 I had been at GSU
for eight years, five as an advisor.
I was ready to see what else was
out there for me. Since I had
never advised at the freshman/
sophomore level, I took a job at
Moraine Valley Community College. The day I left GSU for the
last time I cried the whole way

down the drive; but I was interested in seeing what other things
I could learn. Moraine Valley was
a great experience; I met colleagues I now call my friends and
gained a huge respect for community college advisors. They
work really hard! What I missed
was the personal attention that
GSU has. I was in culture shock
because Moraine serves over
three times a semester what GSU
serves in a year! I wasn’t used to
not knowing my students or having to wear a name tag because
the school was so large you
couldn’t possibly know everyone.
And, to be honest, that job was
hard work!! After about eight
months I decided I wanted to
come back to where I realized my

heart was. Divine intervention
provided a perfect solution and
I returned as Academic Advisor
in the Division of Psychology &
Counseling, my old stomping
grounds. It was good to see all
the old faces, and some new
ones. On April 1, 2007 I stepped
back on GSU soil and have been
happy ever since.
No place is perfect and I’m
not going to say GSU hasn’t
stressed me out or frustrated me
at times—it has. But what family
doesn’t? What I find most important is working in a positive,
encouraging environment; I have
that here and am grateful.
HAPPY 40TH ANNIVERSARY
GSU!
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Patricia A. Guy
The Center for Performing Arts
Governors State University
There are lessons to be learned from reading, listening and observing, all necessary and effective.
Many of my lessons have come from interaction with the thousands of performers, audience
members, and others with whom that I have
had the pleasure of sharing experiences at The
Center for Performing Arts at Governors State
University.
The Center has such an eclectic and universal
selection of performances that it broadens one’s
appetite to sample portions of the globe through
the looking glass of an onstage spotlight. From
Africa, Ireland, Turkey, China, Spain, Hungary,
Moscow, and Nova Scotia they come and give a
glimpse of their style, culture, and craft. It’s as
though the world has come to University Park
just for me, with each fragment a personal gift
that enriches my life.
Not only do I get to see great performances, but
I also get a chance to interact with the patrons
who come to The Center. The sound of laughter, tears of compassion, and the expressions
of enjoyment from young and old make it so
worthwhile to come to work. I realize it’s much
more than just filling a house; it’s touching a
heart or lifting a spirit that I find so appealing.
I get great pleasure in trying to make each
person’s experience here at The Center
a fond and memorable one.
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Then there’s the interaction with the GSU community. Members of this community share the
desire to promote pleasant, healthy, and productive service, first to the public and students, and
also to GSU’s employees. Respect, openness and
reaching out to one another – like in this writing competition – are always present. The Civil
Service Committee and Civil Service Day, fitness
program, learning workshops and other activities
keep employees motivated and energized; for
me, this is a new, heartfelt experience. We know
being employed has many benefits, but the perks
of this job include caring for and sharing with
one another.

I must also address the great relationships and
friendships with co-workers within my department. It has been a pleasure to learn, share, and
grow together as a team. Each individual, with
their independent strengths and weaknesses, each
day brings a commitment to one another to be
the very best we can be as a team. We are like a
well-tuned machine in which each part performs
its function effectively without stepping over
the boundaries of its other parts. Like other
departments we are all asked to perform many
tasks, some run-of-the-mill and some involving
challenging, last minute deadlines. Our team
knows how to come together to make it work.

On a more personal note, I must admit that I
have developed a thirst to venture out of my
comfort zone while here at GSU. I find myself
reading all different kinds of literature and poetry I would not have been open to before. The
art galleries and sculptures, such as those in our
very own Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park, are
right here for our enjoyment five days a week.
Exposing myself to various dance, music, and
cultural experiences has greatly contributed to
my growth, and dared me to ask myself, “What
more?”
There will be many entries in this contest from
professors, future teachers, social service, and
business majors. There will be entries from
those who save lives, change lives, and mentor others to reach out to others. There will be
entries from those who create the art, those who
critique the art, those who will be published,
and those who will publish other works. And
that’s the impact that the university has had on
me – knowing that whatever your station, duty,
or assignment, you make a difference in your
own way.
When I leave here tonight, I will have made a
difference.

IMPACT

33

Alan Scott Hahn
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies, 2001,
M.A., Communications and Training, 2006

How has
Governors State University
positively impacted my life?
I am a lot of things to a lot of people. I am a husband, a father, a child of the living God through the blood
of Yeshua, a second-generation Holocaust survivor, a supervisor, a runner, just to name a few. I am a proud
alumnus of Governors State University.
When I first came to Governors State, I felt absolutely powerless. I was going through a divorce that shattered my confidence, my career was going nowhere (but at least I had a job), and I had no idea what tomorrow would bring. I came to Governors State knowing I wanted more out of life and have been a grateful
man ever since.
One of my first classes was with an absolute treasure of a professor named Marilyn Yirku. In one weekend
class, she reinforced in me what the synagogue had been telling me for some time – that God does care
about us and we do matter. We have a place in this world. This was just what I needed to be reminded of at
a time when that message was needed.
Over the course of my undergrad and graduate studies, I gained the technical knowledge that has enabled
me to contribute to my workplace. From the business management classes I have taken, I have applied
what I have learned in managing people and especially in the planning that I do for a living.
From the training curriculum, I have applied those principles I learned in creating training programs that
have benefited my organization. These same principles learned in the classroom have not only helped me
to create training programs, but to assess individuals who might not need a seminar or formal training,
but need their skill level raised in an area on the job. Once assessed, they can be given what they need to
increase their job skills.
The communications and psychology classes taken enhanced my understanding of human interactions.
The thought patterns and the subtleties in what is being said have tremendously benefited my ability to
communicate not only professionally, but personally as a husband, a father. More important is how these
studies enhanced my ability and willingness to understand.
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While Governors State has given me much knowledge that has enhanced my career and personal life, the
thing that I keep in mind is from Professor Yirku’s teaching and that has been reinforced in my experience
at Governors State: that it is more important to do what is right than to “be right.” That very simple principle has allowed me to learn, and get better at whatever I do.
I kept this principle in mind quite a bit while at Governors State. When professors, including Professor
Yirku, sent back my papers that I thought were “great” and “profound” only to realize they needed a lot of
work, I learned from them. The experiences built me up. Today, it might be someone on my staff breaking
apart the plans I laid out to show me a better way to achieve the desired results, or for that matter, exceed
what we thought could be done.
It also helped to learn in a diverse environment. While other schools talk diversity, Governors State “walks
the walk.” There was some of everyone in most if not all of the classes I took. Interacting with them was
interesting and assisted me in gaining an understanding of other cultures and perspectives that I did not
have and would not have gained except through these interactions. To this day I am grateful for this.
Many of the people I attended classes with were not only able to provide insight culturally, but professionally, or in other areas of interest. Most of my classmates were already working, raising children, engaged in
activities that I am engaged in. They know how their industries work and the workplace, and how life works.
To run an idea by someone who has tried the same thing and can tell how it went and how the idea can
succeed has proven nothing but valuable.
I did not attend a stately, established, “ivy-covered” campus. Governors State is not yet considered a “toptier” university. Like many people, I came to the campus for a degree and gained empowerment, enlightenment, and an education that has made not only my life, but the lives of people around me better.
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Kathleen M. Hamby
B.A., Board of Governors, 1999
M.S., Management Information Systems, 2001
College of Business
Governors State University
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Sharon Filkins-Jenrich
B.A., Media Communications, 1978
M.A., Public Administration, 1998

The Impact of
GSU on My Life
My love affair
with GSU...
continues today
as strong as it
was the first
day I entered
those doors
in 1974.

My love affair with Governors State University began 40 years
ago in 1969 when I read in the local newspaper (known then as
“The Star”) that a university was going to be built in Park Forest South, a community located just a few miles from my home. I
could not wait for ground to be broken on this project! Figuratively
speaking and with two young children in tow, I was waiting in the
cornfields for the doors of this innovative, exciting university to
open. I knew, instinctively, that this was a golden opportunity for
me, as a single mom, to complete my education so that I could provide a decent life for myself and my children.
When I finally stepped across that threshold in 1974, I began a
journey of education, enlightenment and enrichment that was more
wonderful than I could even begin to imagine. In those early years,
GSU became a major force in my life, as well as that of my children.
My youngest son attended the early day-care center located in a
farm house on Dralle Road. Both of my boys were enrolled in the
YMCA programs available on the campus in those early days when
the YMCA leased the gym facilities from the university.
As I was pursuing my bachelor’s degree in Media Communications through the College of Arts and Sciences, I worked as coeditor of the school newspaper, “The Innovator,” while my children
played in the hallways in the evenings. I then became a work-study
student and worked in the Office of University Relations where
I wrote the weekly newsletter “Faze I” for the faculty, staff, and
administration. During that time, I had the pleasure of working
for William S. Dodd, who was vice president of the GSU Foundation and Alumni Relations. He was also instrumental in raising
the funds to build the Center for Performing Arts; it was through
my association with him and that project that I was introduced to
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many key business and community leaders who were major supporters of the university. These associations served me well as I completed my degree work and later entered the work world.
When I obtained my B.A. in 1979, I had the good fortune to be
hired by Dr. Hector Ortiz in GSU’s Office of Community Development and Education where I became editor of the grant-funded
publication, “The GSU Community Reporter.” Again, this position
and continued association with the university placed me in contact
with business and community leaders across the south suburban
region. When the grant funding ended a year or so later and I
stepped out into the world of business, I was armed with a solid
degree, experience, and wonderful contacts.
Even though I was then working elsewhere, my love affair with
GSU continued and I began serving on the Alumni Board of Directors. So when my youngest son left home in 1988 to attend a fouryear college, I again entered
the portals of GSU, 10 years
after receiving my B.A., and
began working on my master’s
degree in Public Administration.
Because I worked fulltime, I was only able to take
one class each semester. Along
the way, I had to drop out of
classes for nearly two years
when I was diagnosed with
cancer and underwent a number of surgeries and a year of
chemotherapy. But thanks to
the Lord, I recovered and was
able to resume my classes.
One of the proudest moments of my life was when I walked across the stage to receive my
Masters in Public Administration in 1998, exactly 20 years after
receiving my B.A. degree in Media Communications.
And, my love affair with GSU? It continues today as strong as
it was the first day I entered those doors in 1974. I still feel a thrill
when I walk through the Hall of Governors and hear the echo of
voices of the students, professors, and staff members I knew all
those years ago and who were so instrumental in helping to shape
my future. For me, GSU was, and continues to be, one of the most
wonderful places in the world.
IMPACT
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Loretta Jendresak-Jones
Human Resources
Governors State University

I

n our mission statement, marketing materials,
and other forms of communication, we try to
articulate the spirit of Governors State University. We are known as a haven for lifelong learning and a vessel of improvement. Over the years,
I have been fortunate to experience the spirit of
Governors State University. GSU has influenced
and inspired me to become a stakeholder in our
community. At GSU I have discovered the power
of service and inclusion. The most significant lesson I have learned over the years is that we attract
what we provide. Each GSU community member
plays a critical role in our dynamic spirit. The more
we participate in the evolution of GSU and invite
others to join us, the stronger we become, individually and as a whole. I have been provided endless
opportunities to serve as an ambassador for GSU in
my own way, and to encourage others to do
the same.
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The GSU community is remarkable. Our
physical habitat is a pleasant balance between the
respected works of nature and the sophisticated
works of human hands. The academic habitat offers a wide range of integrated disciplines to satisfy
the diverse needs of our learners. The organizational habitat ensures that each member of our
community is actively engaged and valued. This
unification provides an atmosphere where everyone is afforded the opportunity for achievement.
Governors State University has played a key role in
my functionality as a productive member of society.
Tapping into these rich resources, I have been able
to share a wealth of life enhancing experiences
with my family and friends. In turn, they have
shared with others.
“Welcome to Governors State University!”
This invitation has been repeated often during the
past 40 years. Regardless of the form of communication, the message is heartfelt. As an ambassador of this community, I view each guest as
a potential member, whether they stay for a few
hours or many years. Every individual joins us with
a uniquely diverse set of expectations. They arrive with life experiences and talents that are solely
theirs. They arrive with aspirations and energies
that should be expressed and utilized. They arrive
with the need for affirmation and belonging. As

an ambassador, I have learned to recognize and
welcome these diverse qualities and needs. GSU
is a community that strives to satisfy all the needs
of our members. Prioritizing as we evolve, we are
empowered to work together to fulfill our mission.
Throughout the years I have had the privilege
to work, study, play and grow with those who created the “Spirit of GSU.” These wonderful individuals have been my bedrock of inspiration and
support through both the growing pains and the
growth spurts. They have set the example of empowerment, and I will always be grateful for these
experiences and relationships.
Inevitably we pass on the function of ambassadors for our community to those we serve. The
deeds performed on any given day, insignificant
or extraordinary, will carry a perpetual message
to outsiders, defining who and what we are. Our
reputation, in turn, impacts the resources we will
be afforded in the future. This self-fulfilling prophecy will determine our ability to recruit and attract
other individuals to our community. In order for
us to possess greatness, we must offer greatness.
Throughout GSU’s history, our community members have collaboratively strived to make Governors State University the superior institution it has
become.

Great ambassadors periodically pause during
their journey. They turn around, view, and reflect
on the trail they’ve left behind. They recall the lessons learned when they stumbled along the way.
They acknowledge the individuals who guided their
journey, who followed their trail, and who encouraged them along the way. This periodic pause is a
tribute to both the ambassadors and to those with
whom they have traveled.
As ambassadors, GSU community members
have always had an intrinsic need to become part
of history; they are the voice, face, and heart of our
university. Governors State University has emerged
with a solid history, and one of which we can all
be proud. I am both glad to have been a part of
this experience and grateful for the legacy which
remains in motion. Therefore, it is absolutely appropriate that we reflect and recognize the individuals who have served as the pioneers and the
entourage of service for Governors State University
during its 40th Anniversary Celebration.
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Seth McClellan
M.F.A, Independent Film and Digital Imaging, 2007
There is a story about the first European explorers on the coast of
South America, sailing for days in search of a source of fresh water.
Dehydrated and verging on despair they caught sight of another
craft and asked them where a stream or fresh water inlet could be
found. The other craft responded: “Cast down your buckets where
you are.” They did and found fresh water. They were in the mouth of
the Amazon River and did not realize it until they drank its nourishing waters.
I literally grew up at GSU. My mom and dad are Diane and Larry
McClellan, longtime members of the faculty and community. As a
kid I wandered the halls, swam in the pool, and played in the sculpture park.
After working (and not working) as an actor in films and commercials in Los Angeles and New York, I ended up moving back in
with mom and dad at the age of 26 and taking some classes at good
old GSU. Somewhat unexpectedly, my experience here was absolutely incredible. I found at GSU an environment that gave me the
encouragement and skills to blossom as a filmmaker. Under the
wonderful guidance of Associate Professor Daniel Nearing, I became
a graduate assistant and began making films of my own.
I ended up being the first graduate of GSU’s new M.F.A. program
in Independent Film and Digital Imaging. My films have won awards
at festivals across the country and aired on PBS in Chicago and the
Education Channel. I now teach at Triton College, west of Chicago,
and am active as a filmmaker, including a recent documentary, that I
am particularly proud of, about Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park.
I started my artistic and professional life in New York and L.A.,
but it was only when I returned home to the south suburbs, when
I returned to where I’m from – and when I cast my buckets down
where I was – that I found the success I sought.
You can learn more about my films at: www.thorncreekproductions.com
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Carol Milhous
M.A., Communication & Training, 2008;
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies, 2006
Today, many people are chanting about “change.” That word precisely describes the impact GSU has had on my life.
After working for nearly 30 years in various positions in corporate America, I found myself “downsized” for the third and final time. The only difference between me and those who were not downsized, that I could rationally
distinguish, was the fact that they had their degree and I did not. So after much
thought I took a calculated risk and decided to return to school before seeking
another job. I needed a change.
Since 2006, I have shared with many people the resounding impact that
GSU has had on my life. I came to GSU when I was sure there was no other
place for me to go. It was, I assure you, an auspicious start to an unexpected
journey, and one of the most amazing ones that I have ever experienced. GSU
was the place to finish what I started many years ago.
Part of my legacy is pretty unambiguous. A legacy of hard work and service – this is something that was instilled in me very early on by my parents. I
am a first-generation college degree recipient. I always believed in myself, but
GSU helped me realize my full potential. I got acquainted with what I knew
and what I could do.
Family, education, community awareness, camaraderie, and a place to belong; they all describe the impact GSU had on my life. Giving back, mentoring,
volunteering, improving your community, trust, commitment, unity and a full
understanding of reciprocity are some of the priceless, life-changing experiences
I have at GSU. Either way, I became a better person and my overall character
has been strengthened.
By its integration of life, self, family, and community, GSU has wholly impacted my life. Most significantly, I am a budding better citizen of the world. I
am connected, enlightened, and excited to be part of this institution. GSU has
spawned a lifelong learner.
An exceptionally superior education, defined vision,
empowerment, character growth and renewed purpose are
the results of the impact GSU has had on my life. And it all
came about because of that little buzz word, “change.”
Martin Luther King Jr. succinctly said, “The
function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically…Intelligence plus
character – that is the goal of true education.”
GSU has impacted my life by meeting and exceeding that function.
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Kathy Miller
Civil Service Senate, President
Governors State University

Impact of GSU on my Life!
What impact has GSU had on my life? I believe
that because of my experiences at GSU, I have been
made aware that I am valuable as a person, and an
asset as a staff member, a participant in community
and university governance, a friend, and a family
member. I have had the opportunity to experience
and learn to value the vast differences in people.
I remember reading somewhere that the average person will have up to seven different types of
jobs in their life. Thinking back, I guess that I’m just
an average person, because I’ve had all kinds of jobs,
all different, no two the same. I will say this: I’m glad
GSU was number seven because I’ve been here for
nearly 20 years. In September of 1991, I was a baker,
cake decorator, and the assistant
store manager for a bakery called
“I Love Desserts,” a subsidiary of
Bakers Square. Talk about changing
careers!
In October of 1991, I came to
GSU. I had absolutely no computer
experience; the only relationship I
had with one was to dust it for a
previous boss. Back then computers were all running DOS; Windows
wasn’t even available yet. Our
phones were all rotary dial, and
the only button on them was the hold button. The
modern way to save files was on microfiche. Does
anyone even know what that is anymore? I went
from wearing blue jeans and sneakers to dresses and
high-heeled shoes. Yes, back then we had to wear
dresses or skirts. Pants were only allowed on Friday,
and not jeans. Oh no, no, no – it was it was business
casual.
I was hired as a temporary, part-time “assistant
clerk”. Me, a clerk! That sounded so secretarial.
Office work. I would be sitting at a desk, in front of
a computer and doing clerky things. I was shy, and
worried that the limitations of my job experience
and lack of formal education would make working
at GSU difficult. I was terrified yet excited to start
this new adventure, I didn’t know what to expect. I
couldn’t begin to imagine how dramatically my life
would change over the next two decades.
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In 1993 the position I held became a full-time
data entry position. I tested and interviewed for the
position and was hired. I was now a full-fledged
member of the GSU family. I earned vacation time,
had paid sick days, and holidays! Being on campus
more, I started making friends at GSU outside of my
immediate office. I became friends with men and
women of all different types. They were short, tall,
fat, skinny, young, old and all different races. My
world was growing and expanding! Then I met a
man named Leroy Morrison, a tall, aged man, full
of wrinkles who always had a joke to tell. One day
he came to my office and announced to my director
he was taking me to a meeting. He didn’t ask if he
could, he told my boss that I was
going. I remember him saying,
“This girl is a spitfire, and we need
her on the Senate!” Senate, what
is this Senate? Little did I know it
would be one of the best things
to happen to me yet!
I worked hard, surviving many
changes in the University and in
my department. I said good-bye
to departing administrators and
welcomed in new ones. I grew,
I learned, I expanded my mind,
and accepted new processes and learned to roll with
the punches. I learned to accept what you cannot
change, and to value changes.
I learned that you cannot solve every problem
and you cannot fight every fight. I learned not to be
afraid to speak in public and even more, I learned to
enjoy it! I learned I could be a leader when needed,
and to be a supporter, too. The most important
thing I learned was to value every person who comes
across your path in life and to give credit, where
credit is due.
In the end, I guess you can go back to what I
said in my first paragraph: “I believe that because
of my experiences here at GSU, I have been made
aware that I am valuable as a person, and an asset as
a staff member, a participant in community and university governance, a friend, and a family member.”

Eric Nicholson
University Library
Governors State University

Impact?
I’m lost somewhere between the Cretaceous-Tertiary boundary layer at Chicxulub crater
and a would-be wisdom tooth lurking beneath the surface at the back of my jaw. I glimpse
a common notion of compression running the gamut: be it the instantaneous scrunch of
cosmic collision or the slow growth pressure of
evolutionary leftovers.

GSU’s impact on my life?
This egocentric dream of world domination

State College in the interim, along with mailroom

through philosophical posturing and mass medi-

clerking at the Graduate School of Business of

ated musings awkwardly supported on a leaden

the University of Chicago; volunteer caretaking

substrate of daily drudgery and rote routine? My

at Shimer’s library as the college descended into

life, as impacted upon by GSU?

bankruptcy and prepared to move from its origi-

Well, if it’s anything like the impact resulting

nal campus in Mt. Carroll to more modest digs

from the collision of the earth with an asteroid,

in Waukegan; farming organic grapes in Desert

I’ll first have to properly assign those metaphori-

Center, California; playing bass in my big brother’s

cal roles to GSU and myself. At first blush, the

country band, Hard Rain; coding and facilitating

greater size and complexity of GSU compared to

coding at NORC; and briefly surveying a proposed

me would argue for a correspondence between

highway extension for archaeological sites for the

GSU and the earth, leaving me to play the role of

Illinois State Museum. Mostly, though, I was devis-

asteroid.

ing a scheme for transcending our current regime

Most asteroids disintegrate and burn up in the

of international and socioeconomic class warfare

atmosphere before they even hit the surface of the

through revolutionary cultural reconciliation based

earth. I suppose that could be compared to what

on rhetorical techniques informed by a theory of

happened to me as a formal student in the mas-

transformational subjectivity and applying lessons

ter’s program in Communications Studies. I had

learned from the world natural history of business.

completed my bachelor’s degree at Shimer College

For some reason, this involved extended research

some years before, and had also taken a num-

in Algonquian historical linguistics, archaeology,

ber of computer programming courses at Prairie

ethnology and cuneiform studies. My trajectory
Continued on page 46
IMPACT

45

through the communications curriculum shattered

izations on which my dreams of world conquest

into endless entanglements in phenomenology and

depend. My activities are rooted in this specific

the coordinated management of meaning leading

place and time. Confined in the university’s insti-

nowhere – in particular not to the master’s degree.

tutional structure, like an erupting wisdom tooth

But if there was no violent impact at that time,

deep within a maturing jaw, my ideas have been

there was anyway something like an orbital capture

impacted on their way to realization by Governors

due to the attraction of the massive resources avail-

State’s history and mission.

able through the library. I had made acquaintances

My theory of transformational subjectivity is,

with several persons in the library while working as

of course, simply an ego-inflated notion of educa-

a graduate assistant to Professor Suzanne Prescott.

tion in the same generalized sense of human devel-

As my student status began to erode, I decided to

opment in which GSU lumps psychology and coun-

shore up my access to library services and materials

seling into the College of Education. My notion of

by restructuring my overt relationship to the univer-

revolution starts with the personal revolution in the

sity to one of Civil Service employment.

consciousness of maturing individuals that is called

Working at GSU has given me a stable finan-

general education. This education is general in at

cial situation from which to develop my schemes

least two senses: the individual’s consciousness

of world revolution and connected me with the

is engaged generally with the whole of the envi-

vast information resources of the Internet, as well

roning world and the traditions of consciousness

as those of the interlibrary loan system of the state

embedded therein; and the consciousness of all

of Illinois and beyond. In addition to the salary on

individuals generally is so engaged. So stated, gen-

which my nourishment and shelter depend, the

eral education is a natural phenomenon occurring

university’s benefits package has helped save my

all the time anyway. The problem is to find ways of

life from the ravages of disease. It has also pre-

improving the efficiency of the process.

sented me with a framework of practical problems
to give actual shape to the theoretical general-

My undergraduate education was general in
the first sense.
GSU emphasizes the second.
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Julia Outten
B.A., Elementary Education, 1996
M.A., Education, 2002

Governors State University’s Impact On My Life
Governors State University (GSU) is certainly the place to finish what you started years ago.
I enrolled at GSU after more than 35 years recess from college. My goals were to complete my undergraduate
degree in Elementary Education, pass the teachers’ certification test, and return to full-time work. I accomplished
these goals, but at GSU I found a learning environment that rekindled my hunger and thirst for knowledge. I also
earned two master’s degrees from GSU, which enhanced my teaching career. I had a successful 10-year teaching
career, because my education prepared me to meet today’s teaching requirements and challenges.
It is such a pleasure when I meet former students, and they run for a hug and tell me all about their current
educational experiences and goals. I am overjoyed when they fondly remember the great time we had in first
grade, and usually they say, “You are the best teacher ever.”
I thank GSU for providing the opportunity for me to achieve my goals and preparing me to help and inspire
others to become lifelong learners.

Patricia Rogala
B.A., Board of Governors, 1991
Facilities Development and Management
Governors State University
GSU has impacted my life on so many levels. It gave me a job back in 1982 when I needed one. It provided a place for me to bring my children that I knew was safe and stimulating for them. And I was able
to “finish what I started” and earn a Board of Governors degree in 1991.
That is just for starters…
I also met and have had the opportunity to work with many fascinating and wonderful people and have
grown both professionally and personally as a result. I also have formed friendships that will last a lifetime.
GSU is a very special place. I think that is why so many people stay here and retire from here. The campus is beautiful and the environment friendly and vibrant. Because of GSU’s mission, I feel I have played
a small part in making people’s lives better and I am a better person because of it.
Thank you GSU
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Joan Slawinski
B.A., Psychology, 2005
M.S. Counseling, Current Student

GSU MEMORIES
When I first started Governors State University in 2003, I was enrolled in the Psychology
program working towards my Bachelor of Arts
degree. It was during that time that I met
Kim Jaroszewski, my undergrad advisor. I was
so nervous and unsure of myself at the time.
I remember the first time I came to GSU I
thought to myself, “I wonder how I am ever
going to find my way around here, and it is so
big.”
Kim Jaroszewski is a great advisor and professor. She showed me support, encouragement,
and guidance. She provided me direction
when I did not have any. It was with her support that I graduated in December, 2005, with
a Bachelor of Arts degree and a minor in Addiction Studies.
But even with my graduation, Kim Jaroszewski
did not stop her support. She pretty much
told me that I did not have a choice and that I
was going on for a master’s degree. I replied,
“Are you crazy? There is no way I can be in a
master’s program.”
Well, guess what? Because of her support and
belief in me, I started the masters program in
Community Counseling in 2006 and am currently in my last trimester of classes before I
start my internship. Wow! A master’s program!
I never would have even considered thinking
about it. Thank you Kim Jaroszewski!
A lot has happened in my life since I started
GSU in 2003. Shortly after graduating with
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my bachelor’s in Psychology, my husband of
25 years filed for divorce and left me. I knew
then that I needed this master’s degree more
than ever, since I was going to be self-supporting and needed to be able to get a betterpaying job.
Well, guess what? During this difficult time
for me, going through the divorce and trying
to stay in a very challenging master’s program,
I met another Kim. Professor Kim Snow. It
must be the name “Kim.” “I don’t know, but
what are the chances of someone like me
meeting two wonderful people, at the same
University, offering the same support, encouragement and guidance, and also having the
same name. Was it a coincidence or was it
fate? Whatever it is, I feel so privileged!
I feel such an honor to be part of this Masters
Program in Community Counseling. As a
matter of fact, I have received so much support and direction in one way or another from
all of my professors that I just have to list their
names to acknowledge all of them. They are
as follows in alphabetical order: Dr. Shannon
Dermer, Dr. Shea Dunham, Dr. Cyrus Ellis,
Dr. Richard Lencki, Professor Patricia Robey,
Professor Kim Snow, Dr. Catherine Sori, Dr.
Byron Waller, Dr. Lonn Wolf, Dr. Julia Yang and
Dr. Adam Zagelbaum. They have all touched
my heart in some way and will always be a part
of my life. After all, it is because of them that,
when I graduate, I will become the best counselor I can be.

During my time at Governors State, I was
also lucky enough to form some wonderful
friendships that are very dear to my heart. I
would love to list every single one of you, but
due to space, I can only list the ones that grew
through this program with me. They are as
follows in alphabetical order: Judy Casey, Pam
Harrison, Amy Henderson, Cheryl Kokaska,
Chris Metcalf, Tina Musselman, Kim Pronoitis,
Maureen Sanderson and Barb Smurzynski.
I also would like to give put a great big “thank
you” to Bonnie Gregg, my academic advisor
for the master’s program, and Mona Douglas, the secretary. Without them we wouldn’t
know what we were doing!
So even though I still have a trimester and
internship to go, how can I go wrong with all
this support? Governors State University has
brought great things into my life. Yes, I am still
nervous and at times unsure of myself, but I
just remind myself, with the help of my friends
of course, how far I have come. My experience at GSU has been one of the best experiences of my life.
I will close now with one of my favorite
quotes by Albert Einstein: “There are only
two ways to live your life. One is as though
nothing is a miracle. The other is as though
everything is a miracle.”
Forever In My Heart
IMPACT
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Priscilla A. Southern
M.S.W., Masters of Social Work, 2009
B.S.W., Bachelors of Social Work, 2008

I am writing this essay for the 40th
Anniversary Writing Competition.
I am currently a full-time student
at Governors State University
where I am studying to become
a social worker. I enjoy working with the public and learning
about the various dynamics that
exist in this diverse society.
I must admit that the thought of
returning to school caused me to
be a little fearful. The fear was
derived from my thinking that I
would be unable to conquer certain academic challenges. However, after I finished the first trimester of college, I began to gain true
confidence. I completed the first
trimester with three A’s and one
C, which placed me on the Dean’s
List. The success of that trimester abated my fear and filled me
with happiness and pride; it also
spurred me on to greater school
success. At this time I truly feel
capable of achieving and maintaining academic excellence.
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In sharing the positive impact that
the university has had on my life,
I must say that GSU has provided
a place for me to be educated,
to volunteer, and has provided
me with plenty of opportunities.
That positive impact will be fully
demonstrated when I earn my
Advanced Master’s degree in Social Work. Helping people is a
good way for me to continue to
learn. I learned with a diverse
population of students, and that
has been an enriching experience.
I deeply believe that information
is knowledge and that knowledge
is power. The university provides
outstanding assistance programs
for its students. The ACESSS Program at GSU enriched my education. I could not thank those in
the program enough for giving
me the opportunity to participate.
This particular program granted
me so many advancements that if
I had not taken pictures, I would
not have believed that they existed. Becoming an advocate within
my community inspires me.

As a volunteer, I have developed
skills and talents while working with so many great people
at GSU. By volunteering, I have
participated in many university
events. I became a member of
several student clubs, organizations, associations, and groups.
Being selected as a student member of many review boards and
committees was a great learning
experience for me. I was a member of the student and professional committees that interviewed
our university president, Dr. Elaine
Maimon. Becoming a student executive member on the Student
Senate was also a high point in
my life. I was elected Treasurer of
the Student Senate in 2008-2009.
AS a volunteer at GSU, I have had
many advantages provided me,
and I have met some very interesting people.

I am firmly focused on a career in
Social Work, which I consider my
purpose in life. GSU has provided
me with a platform where I could
introduce myself to the real world
before becoming a member of the
professional force. I was selected
as a scholarship recipient of the
Minority Internship Program. This
was one of the great achievements
of my life. Once, I was presented
with the challenge of attending
12 credit hours of classes while
completing a full-time position as
a research program designer for
a youth program in downtown
Chicago. The name of the program was Jobs for Youth, which
worked with young adults. I really appreciated that opportunity,
and for more than one reason. I
was granted a stipend and earned
hands-on experience within my
field of study.

The achievements listed above are
all pivotal points in my life. They
were possible because I attended
Governors State University. I am
extremely grateful that I was accepted into the Advanced Standing Master’s in Social Work program; I received the experiences
of a lifetime. I feel that these opportunities took me to a higher
level at GSU, and prepared me for
the outside world as well.
Thank you.
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Josephine Stutsman
B.A., Business Administration, 1984

The GSU Impact
Governors State University has impacted my
life and continues to do so in many great ways. My
name is Josephine Stutsman and I graduated from
Governors State University in August 2008, with a
bachelor’s degree in Business Administration, with
a concentration in International Business.
My journey at GSU began in December of
2006. When I was accepted to GSU I only knew
one person, my friend Jenaia Harris. It was Jenaia
who told me about this phenomenal university.
Initially I did not know what to expect. I was now
a student at Governors State University and I was
ecstatic, but at the same time nervous.
The faculty and staff made GSU a very friendly
environment and I was welcomed quickly. As I
walked around the university I was, and still am,
greeted with friendly smiles every day. The GSU
environment is one of the most pleasant environments I have ever been in. Teachers have always
had their offices open to me and have gone out of
their way to help me in my academic career.
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My advisors in the College of Business and
Public Administration, Mrs. Pamela Stipanich and
Mrs. Dortha Brown, have been wonderful in guiding me though my academic program. I currently
work in the College of Business and Public Administration as a graduate student, and everyone has
been so wonderful in supporting my goals. I have
learned so much from working with such great
individuals.
I am also involved with the Title V Latino
Center for Excellence, and have been since I started
as GSU. I am a cohort member and I will be working as a graduate student for the Title V Latino
Center for Excellence during the Spring/Summer
trimester. This program has helped me be successful in completing my Bachelor’s degree, and I am
excited about working with the Latino Center for
Excellence to help other students. The individuals
who work for the program have helped me in my
academic success. They have been my role models
and, just as they have helped me, I want to help
others in their academic success as well.

I am a first-generation college student in my
family, and I was brought up in a single-parent
home. My mother was the primary provider and
worked very hard to support my sister and me. She
always stressed to us the importance of an education, and told us that there is no such thing as “I
can’t do it.” Nevertheless I had many factors working against me: 1) I am a child of a single parent, 2)
I am a second generation born in the U.S. 3) I am
first-generation college student. I have overcome
those factors at Governors State University.
Governors State University is definitely empowering. I will be graduating with my master’s
degree in Business Administration with a concentration in International Business in December 2009.
I also work at Prairie State College as an adjunct
faculty member teaching Microsoft Word and
Keyboarding to ESL (English as a Second Language)
students, as well as working part time at Walmart.
My plans are to one day work with other countries;
Governors State University is helping me build a
foundation to do so. This university has been my
home away from home; I not only see it as my

school, but as a place where I have a family.
I have been enriched at Governors State University. The university is so rich in culture because
of its diversity. I have met many people from all
around the world at Governors State University:
students, faculty, and staff alike. They have shared
so much about their cultures and experiences and
those are some of the greatest gifts of all. This is a
phenomenal place to be, because of the individuals
who work here and the students that attend.
Ultimately, Governors State University has
impacted my life because it has opened the doors
for me to meet great individuals from around the
world, as well as enriching me with a great education to become a successful individual in the global
environment. I would like to thank everyone at
Governors State University for being so great; it has
been the welcoming smiles and the friendly environment, as well as a strong foundation of education that have made my experience at Governors
State University the best! Thank you, GSU, for
making an impact in my life.
IMPACT

53

Pamela A. Thompson, R.N., M.H.A., L.H.N.A.

The Impact Governors State U

A

s a new student, I could only imagine the numerous possibilities 		
that Governors State University offers. Some of the benefits 		
have been gaining new confidence, an upper managerial job,
better financial rewards, and a brighter future.
In one of my first classes, we were assigned to give an oral presentation and this was received with dread by the students. However, the
professor explained that when we reach our career goals in our respective professions, there would be many occasions when we would
be required to give presentations. Many courses continue to require
student presentations, which I appreciate to this day. During my time
at GSU, one junior high school principal asked GSU students to speak
to eighth-graders about the importance of doing well in high school
and not to waste their talents by making poor choices. When asked,
I did not hesitate to say “yes.” I hoped to make an impression on the
students about the importance of education in their lives.
I also took the opportunity to become involved with campus life
and became a member of the GSU Student Senate. With guidance
from Dr. Lorraine Sibbet and her staff, the Senate grew into an important group; we collaborate with others for various positive changes,
such as facilitating meetings with administration on the acquisition of
video monitors and participating in the interview process of prospective administrative candidates.
With all the presentations and other challenges required for completion of the courses, I decided to take on an additional challenge,
and won the Lincoln Laureate award for the outstanding undergraduate student of 2003.
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University Has Had on My Life.

As my confidence grew, I also took the opportunity to compete
for the Governors State University Student Commencement speaker.
Thankfully, I won, and to the surprise of everyone, including myself, I
gave the commencement address. I must admit that the first speech I
gave in my first course was terrible. Now, in my profession, there are
many opportunities to give presentations, which I have been able to
perform with confidence and poise.
This was an amazing learning process. Unbelievably, as one of the
responsibilities of my new job, I was to take part in meetings with a
diverse group of other professionals. Many of them were surprised that
I – a new staff member – was able to quickly learn their procedures and
complete them successfully, even making some improvements.
My degree was very important in finding my dream job. I acquired my Master’s in Health Administration and received the nursing
home administrator license. I am fortunate, today, to have my dream
job. Prior to the promotion, I was employed as a department head,
something I excelled in, and that led to my current position in the
company.
GSU has also impacted my life through an improved financial position, an advanced level professionally, and by meeting other persons
like me, with the same ethics and drive.
The degree enabled my family to enjoy greater financial stability; with promotions, there were increases in salary. In this economic
situation, I am very fortunate to have my degrees and what certainly
looks like a brighter future.
Thank-you
IMPACT
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Velisa Tyson
B.A., English, 2004,
M.A., Educational Administration, Current Student

That first
semester I
received an “A” in
each of my classes.
It proved to my
professor that
what I had told her
16 weeks before
was true; I was an
“A” student.
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At age 6, I had a vision of
becoming a teacher. The route
I took toward that goal was a
very circuitous one. I started
my formal education, graduated from high school with
honors and moved to Chicago
Heights in 1981. This in itself
was a major accomplishment
for me. I was a very shy child
who was willing to allow
others to make my decisions
for me. After moving here I
had an aunt who insisted on
my coming out of my shell.
With her help, I registered at
Prairie State College where
I accumulated 60 hours in
Early Childhood Education. It
seemed as if I was on the road
to making my vision a reality.
But I got busy with life and
didn’t go any farther.
In 2002, I worked for a
major communications company with an employee plan
that would pay for college. I
was going to utilize that program to attend Governors
State University. But the job

folded. I realized that I was
going to have to invest in myself to make my vision come
true. I was married with two
wonderful children, but separated from my spouse. I was
the breadwinner.
After being accepted at
GSU, I applied for and received the promise of financial
aid. I was sitting at my desk as
a teacher assistant when I got
a call from the professor of a
class I needed to take. With my
“C” average, she said, I wasn’t
eligible for the class. I was
devastated. I managed to keep
the tears out of my voice as I
asked her for a chance to prove
myself. Despite my transcript
I knew I was an “A” student.
She agreed to meet with me
later that evening to help me
find a class on my level.
I knew it was now or
never for my dream to become
a reality. When I met with the
professor, she said she couldn’t
find another class for me; they
were all filled. She decided to

give me a chance. I told her
she would not regret it. I had a
full class load and was ready to
get down to business. It was
time for my vision to come to
pass. I knew GSU would provide the key to open a world
of opportunities.
That first semester I received an “A” in each of my
classes. It proved to my professor that what I had told
her 16 weeks before was true;
I was an “A” student. My
coursework would lead me to
a Bachelors of Arts in English
Education. Each semester was
just like the first one; I received an “A,” or occasionally
a “B”.
Then, in 2004, tragedy struck. I lost my paternal
grandmother in March, and
my marriage ended in divorce.
In spite of the emotional
turmoil in my personal life, I
started student teaching that
August. Because of student
teaching, I had no income
and had to go on welfare to

provide food for my children.
Next, I received a diagnosis
of thyroid cancer during the
second week of student teaching. The doctors advised that
I meet with them as soon as
possible. Surgery was a must
but I told them I couldn’t
have surgery until I finished
my student teaching in November. They reluctantly
agreed. I wasn’t going to let
anything interfere with my
dream coming true this time. I
lost my maternal grandmother
in October, which was even
more devastating than my own
cancer.
I finished my student
teaching, had the surgery, and
began to recuperate. In January,
2005 I received my Bachelors
of Arts in English Education
from GSU. It was a crowning
moment in my life. The same
professor who had told me
“no” in the beginning went
on to mentor me during my
time at GSU. At graduation
she again took me under her

wing. She said, “Stick with
me; walk in the line with me.”
I did just what she said and I
was the first student to receive
a degree that morning. Words
can never express my joy at
receiving my degree. I am a
teacher and I love it! Despite
the struggles, I persevered. I
knew what a major impact
GSU would have in my life.
My dream came true and the
doors of opportunity are wide
open. Thank you Governors
State University!
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Tera A. Wagner,
B.A., Board of Governors, 2004
M.S., Accounting, 2007

I want to say
“Thank you,
GSU,” for having
a positive impact
on my life.
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Governors State University has impacted
my education, career,
and commitments to
community and family. I began my involvement with GSU in 1997
when I took my first
class, Microsoft Office
97. At this time, I had
three young children
and didn’t think I could
handle going back to
school. Over the next
few years I was continually asked why I didn’t
finish what I started 20
years earlier. In January
2003, I re-entered GSU,
committed to earning
a bachelor’s degree. I
participated in the first
Winter Commencement
in December, 2004,
earning the Board of
Governors Bachelor
of Arts degree with a
double minor in Accounting and Public
Administration. Upon
my completion of this
milestone, my husband
asked “Why Not?”
and encouraged me to
continue with my education to earn a master’s

degree. I only needed
11 classes. I endured
and completed a second
milestone in August,
2007, earning a Master’s of Science in Accounting.
As I was completing my last two classes
for my master’s degree,
I was informed of an
open position in the
GSU Business Office. I
applied and was hired
in August, 2007, as a
Grant and Contract Administrator/Accountant.
I take great pride in fulfilling my career goals at
my alma mater. There
were countless nights
sitting at the kitchen
table with my three
children – and everyone
doing homework. This
has been instrumental in
their learning; you must
work hard to achieve
your goals and be successful in all of your
endeavors.
In the fall of 2004,
I volunteered as assistant coach of the
Crete-Monee High
School swim team. This

was my first exposure
to GSU outside of the
classroom. Since CreteMonee High School
does not have a pool,
the prior coach arranged to practice at
GSU weekdays from
mid-August to midNovember during swim
season. In the fall of
2005, I took over the
team as head coach and
have initiated multiple
off-season swim camps
at GSU. The Student
Life Center staff is
phenomenal, always
assisting and giving
suggestions on how
to enhance the swim
program. We have
had our obstacles, like
the annual pool maintenance occurring each
year the second week
of the season. During
the past year the pool
was closed for extensive
maintenance for the
first six weeks of the
season. But we endured and the program
becomes stronger every
year.
While attending

GSU, I simultaneously
continued to work a
full-time job as well as
being a part-time/paidon-call firefighter/EMT-B
with the Crete Township
Fire Protection District.
In fall 2008, the annual
physical agility exam for
the fire department was
changed and I did not
pass. I was allowed 60
days to condition prior
to retaking the exam. I
hired Dean Jennings as
my personal trainer and
began attending the
Student Life Center on
a regular basis. Dean
has been instrumental in
getting me fit. I passed
the exam the second
time and, thanks to
the conditioning, lost
two pant sizes. I continue to meet with Dean
twice a week and joined
the “Let’s Get Fit” program through Human
Resources.
GSU has had an
impact on my family as
well. My daughter took
her first lifeguard class
at GSU in 2005. She
was a familiar face in

the Student Life Center
as a participant on the
swim team during high
school. Upon graduating, she applied for and
was hired as a part-time
lifeguard at GSU. She
is currently enrolled in
the nursing program
at Prairie State and is
tentatively planning on
transferring to GSU to
earn a bachelor’s degree.
I have set an example for not only my
children, but my swimmers, friends, family and
co-workers that no goal
is out of reach. I would
not have been as successful in my endeavors
had my professors and
instructors not provided
the tools, and taken the
time to assist me with
my writing and accounting skills after having
been out of school for
21 years. My experience with the faculty
and staff of GSU has
always been positive,
both while attending
and as a current staff
member.

I want to say
“Thank you, GSU,” for
having a positive impact
on my life. As I walk
the corridors I smile,
inside and out, knowing
I am fortunate to have
the opportunity to be
a member of this fine
institution. I am hopeful
I will impact someone
else’s life, as GSU has
impacted mine.
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Merri Walton-Wilkerson,
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies, 2006
Financial Aid Office
Governors State University

Governors
State
University
Has
Given Me
My Life
Back!
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Scared! That’s how I felt my first day
at Governors State University. I was
pursuing a degree in Social Work,
with a yearning to become a student
advocate, and helping students to
excel.
I had given up hope of returning
to school after being told by a rheumatologist that I would never walk
again. Thanks to God, I overcame
that grim prognosis with therapy.
My daughter invited me to a Wellness Workshop at GSU. We had
fun learning ways to take better care
of ourselves. More importantly, it
rekindled my craving for higher education. To walk, stand, or sit for long
periods aggravated my condition.
Fortunately, the campus was easy to
navigate with a walker; being able
to park close was an added advantage. With help from the Illinois
Department of Human Resources, I
began my journey.
Quickly I learned of the many
resources GSU offers students. I met
with Andrea in Student Accounts.
Noticing my weakened condition,
she allowed me to rest while processing my paper work. Then she sent me
to see Jerad, the book store manager.
He helped me obtain my textbooks
without waiting long. They were
genuinely kind.

LaTonya, my academic advisor in Interdisciplinary Studies,
provided me with a study plan that
seemed like it would take forever
to complete. LaTonya was always
helpful and supportive. Within
the first week, I believed I could
and would receive a high-quality
learning experience. I met Tina of
ACESSS during Welcome Week.
ACESSS provided access to computers in a quiet study area. Tina held
me accountable for my goals, helped
me to recognize my accomplishments, as well as motivating and
encouraging me when I was too hard
on myself. It was tough –completing
assignments took much longer than
anticipated. My concentration and
comprehension were distorted due to
prolonged use of prescription drugs. I
registered with Robin in Access Services for Students with Disabilities.
Robin helped to further calm my
anxieties and informed my instructors of ways to accommodate me,
making it possible to attend lectures
with minimum physical and mental
stress. They allowed me to record the
lectures, which helped enhance my
comprehension. My instructors were
very accommodating.
Thanks to Pam Zimmer’s math
tutoring, I earned an “A”. She was
helpful in other areas as well. Dr.

Margaret Nugent, director of the
Writing Center, helped me with
writing styles and techniques. Her
best advice was to read my writings as the reader. I even sought
assistance from Jerry in the Career
Center to hone my interviewing
skills. Each class offered a tantalizing challenge. I especially enjoyed
the University Honors Class with
Professor Todd. It was intriguingly
thought provoking, enlightening
and insightful; this class equipped
me with a strong research foundation.
I was so intrigued by the GSU
community that I sought employment at the university. I worked as
a temporary employee in the Business Office before being accepted by
Dean Poole in the Minority Internship Program (MIP). Because of the
MIP, my ambitions were redefined
and shifted to becoming a school
counselor/advisor.
Life was great! I was on the right
track to attain my goals. Then it
seemed like the bottom started falling out. My husband’s kidneys failed
rapidly, lending to his ultimate
demise. During his illness, Karen
of the Academic Resource Center
helped me weather the storm. If it
wasn’t for her (and God’s grace), I
might not have completed my education.

Words cannot express my devastatingly grief-stricken state. I’d lost
my husband and best friend of 26
years. I was one check away from
homelessness with no desire to see or
talk to anyone , or do anything. But
God had a plan! To keep my sanity
and move forward, reluctantly, I
vowed to complete one positive task
each day. Though bewildered, God
led me to check GSU’s Employment
Opportunities. I’m extremely grateful to Gwen of Human Resources
for encouraging me to take the Civil
Service Employment Exam and to
Freda, Director of Financial Aid
(F/A) for giving me an opportunity
which has reinforced my desire to
become an Academic Advisor.
I’ve enjoyed working on students’
behalf. My goal is to help them
gain confidence. I was promoted to
F/A Advisor II and chosen June,
2008 Employee of the Month. Most
significantly and rewardingly, I
am pleasingly blessed with another
supportive and lovingly devoted
husband, Bural Wilkerson, Sr., a
retired F/A employee. I’m pursuing
my master’s degree. GSU has truly
given my life back!
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Diane Williams
M.H.S., Addiction Studies, 2001

At age 53,
my life changed and I had a decision to make. My
husband became disabled after an illness and could not
work. We decided I would go back to college and study
psychology, an avid interest of mine for many years. I
enrolled at Illinois Valley Community College and began
the journey of my life. We later moved and I completed
my Associate in Arts degree at Joliet Junior College.
On May 12, 1995, with much pride and satisfaction, I
walked across the stage and received my diploma to
the cheers of my family and friends.
I looked at various colleges in the area and found
that GSU served my interests best. The tuition was
affordable, the curriculum fit my criteria, and the size
of the school was comfortable for me. Class times
were flexible and I could continue my job managing 96
apartments in four complexes. I received my Bachelor
of Arts in Psychology with a minor in Addictions Studies
on December 13, 1999. Therein lies an additional story.
With approximately 18 credit hours left in my bachelor’s
program, I approached my counselor, who suggested
a minor in Addiction Studies. I remember telling her I
wasn’t interested in that program but she urged me to
take at least one Addictions Studies class and see how
I liked it. This one class “hooked” me and I completed
the minor requirements.
After attaining what I thought was my life’s goal,
I decided to go forward with a master’s program. And
I’d found that the only program that interested me was
Addictions Studies. David O’Donnell, who had been my
advisor in the minor program, became my advisor in the
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master’s program. He and Dr. Greg Blevins became my
mentors. The availability of these instructors and their
vast fund of knowledge in the field of addictions further fueled my fervor to work with this population and
to do my best to make the lives of these people more
manageable. The content of the curriculum, dedication
of staff, and encouragement I received at all junctures
was what was needed for me to continue. At one of my
class required site visits, I was asked by the program
director at North Central Behavioral Systems if I would
like to work for his organization. I was hired before I
had completed my master’s program and the curriculum
was a direct factor in my employment.
On December 8, 2001, I was awarded my Master
of Health Science in Addictions Studies. When, in May,
2002, I walked across the graduation stage for the
third time, I remember hearing my husband, three adult
children, and six grandchildren clapping and cheering,
“Way to go Grandma.” At the grand old age of 61 I felt
so much pride and the satisfaction of a goal fulfilled.
Eight years later, I am still working in the field and will
continue to do so for as long as I can. I hope my story
of returning to school and completing my life’s journey
gives my clients the incentive to complete their own
goals and make a more positive life for themselves.
Governors State University has given me the chance to
continue with an education that is affordable, a curriculum that is current, and support from staff and counselors that made it possible for me to feel empowered to
help others. Thanks, GSU!
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Ayita Woods
Governors State University

A Move Towards
S

64

IMPACT

he was unsure of her decisions as she
stepped onto the campus of Governors
State University. She had dressed with
care and made sure that her hair was
brushed back neatly to give a professional look, no
matter what her feelings were inside. “Okay, here
I go,” was the thought that came to mind. “Pace
yourself, don’t seem too eager. They can sense eager,” was the thought while walking down A wing
and continuing down C wing. “Breathe, relax,
smile...breathe, relax, smile,” came as she passed
the Registrar, then Purchasing, Business Office and
arrived on the last leg of the journey to Human
Resources. Slowing the pace of her steps, adjusting her posture, and plastering a stellar smile she
arrived at the door for one last check and in she
stepped. “Hello, I am here to take the Civil Service
exam,” she said to the front desk assistant. There
was another young woman also waiting to take
the test. The pair chatted for a couple of seconds
before the exam. Portraying cool and confident
composure was her gift, though inside the mental
screams were at their peak while the exam questions appeared on the computer screen. Finally, the
last questions were answered, the typing test was
done and it was time to leave. “Whew,” escaped
from her lips. “Well, I will just have to wait.” This
was okay for her. She had made one small move
towards greatness.

Greatness
And then…
She was still unsure of her decisions, but on September 16, her birthday, it was different. With
each step came the knowledge that today, Governors State University was her employer and she a
Civil Service member. She now worked on the top
floor of Building G. “What an experience this will
be,” she thought as she got off the elevator, and
found the door was locked. “How silly of me,” she
thought, realizing it was still quite early. So until
the day officially started she found a place to sit.
She smiled thinking of all the work that needed
to be done and the responsibility that comes from
this job. The time did pass quickly and before she
knew, she was off to various offices for meeting
and greeting. Tasks were laid out, agendas made,
and before one could blink an eye she was sitting
at her desk in awe at having her own GSU extension. Yes, she was listed in the university’s directory. “What a step up,” she thinks over and over
again, admiring the full length window with a
view of the Chicago skyline. “There is something
about this office, and there is something about this
school, I can’t quite put my finger on it, but I like
it...” was her realization as she gathered supplies
and authorizations to the different sites and programs that she would need. She began to familiarize herself with staff and students under the grant
she was to help supervise. Calls needed to be
made, emails sent, letters to be mailed, and students to be advised. She strategizes and executes
from her window to the world at her desk as she
smiles and thinks, “Yes, one small move towards
greatness.”

The purpose of my writing today is to convey a
message from my heart. I don’t know when I
began to admire the people and the culture within
these walls. I feel pride inside as I walk through
each and every hall. I see greatness in each office,
in each smile, in each personality that I meet. I see
greatness in the helpfulness of my colleagues. In
each student who steps foot on GSU’s campus I
see greatness. From the person who stops to share
knowledge to the one who found the chair that I
sit in now, I see greatness. Inside I am still unsure
and I hope that some greatness rubs off on me. I
believe truly that I have taken one sure step in my
life towards greatness and that step was Governors
State University.
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Jeff Wood,
B.A., 1985
M.A., 1999

What Impact
has GSU had on my Life?
The memory may be distant, but
the results have been rewarding
and unending. I can barely recall
that first drive out into the country, the relatively long journey to
a far south suburb then known as
Park Forest South. My dad behind
the wheel of one of the many used
cars that my parents purchased
in my younger years. Me, sitting
quietly, staring out the window
over the blurred fields of corn and
grain, wondering what the next
steps would bring and what Governors State University would be
like. After all, I had just earned my
associate’s degree. However, what
I was after – a teaching certificate
-- required a bachelor’s degree and
Governors State seemed to be the
best option for a kid like me.
I attended Oak Lawn Community
High School, number five of the
first generation of Wood children
to work their way through the high
school. My siblings, all older, did
not choose careers that required additional post-secondary education.
As a result, the same high school
guidance counselor who “managed
the caseload” of W’s expected no
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more from me. Without the guidance of parents who were collegeeducated, or from a counselor who
viewed me as college-bound, I
fumbled along, taking the advice
given to me by siblings and friends
whose goals didn’t match my own.
I did earn the high school diploma
I sought, circa 1981. When it came
to the exit conference with Mr.
Guidance Counselor, at which
point he finally heard that I wanted
to teach, he shared that I seemed
prepared for a community college.
Knowing nothing about college –
the application procedure, financial
aid, or what to expect – I took his
advice. I enrolled at Moraine Valley
Community College and following
two years of exciting study and hard
work, I graduated with an Associate
in Science degree. Again, clueless
and without guidance, I stuck with
the established plan of transferring
to GSU, a school, I was told, that
would be a continuation of MVCC.
I found GSU to be convenient,
relatively inexpensive and a school
that afforded me an excellent
education. I enjoyed the hands-on
learning taught by professors who

were professionals in their fields,
working at local schools when not
at GSU. As education students
attending GSU, we were able to
establish local connections in the
education profession, relationships
not afforded to those who attend
universities hundreds of miles from
home. Following graduation from
GSU, I found that opportunities to
interview, and offers for employment, came relatively easy as a result
of my Governors State education.
Sometime around the mid-nineties,
I started the quest that would ultimately lead to my master’s degree and the occupational change
to school guidance counseling. I
graduated from the school counseling program at GSU with great
experience, practical knowledge,
and a hunger to move into the next
occupational chapter of my life. I
was able to move from student to
professional seamlessly. As a matter of fact, the administration with
whom I worked as a novice counselor commented many times that
they would have assumed I had
been counseling for many years.
They repeatedly commented on my

mastery of a job I had just begun.
Despite my humble beginnings,
Governors State University afforded me great opportunities and
a future that continues to evolve. I
am forever grateful for the education I received at GSU. I continue
to see how GSU has served me
well. I am contemplating pursuing
licensure as a therapeutic counselor
and moving into private practice as
a complement to my school service. In doing so, the next steps
will be less cumbersome for me
since I earned my master’s degree
from GSU, a CACREP accredited
program. Since the master’s degree
I earned had such high standards, I
have less work to complete in pursuit of this licensure, unlike many of
my colleagues who graduated from
programs that required significantly
less of them.
As a first-generation college graduate, I owe a great deal of my success
to Governors State University. As a
result of this fine institution, I earn
a comfortable living, I enjoy what I
do, and I am a competitive force in
an increasingly competitive world.
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Sheryl L. Yarbrough
B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies, 2009
M.A., Communications Studies, Current Student

Θ
Φ
I

decided to return to college after a 25-year absence. As
a single mom and full time employee, I have learned how
to manage and organize my time effectively. There were
no obstacles present in my life to prevent me from going to
school. I graduated cum laude from Moraine Valley Community College in June of 2007 with an Associate of Arts Degree
in Liberal Arts. I was also Phi Theta Kappa.

I enrolled at Governors State University in August, 2007. I
did not know a soul here. I was given an unofficial tour from a
teenager whose mom worked here. That tour introduced me
to people who would influence my journey here at GSU.

As a full-time undergraduate student at GSU, I have
maintained a 4.0 GPA. I completed the criteria for the University Honors Program and I am a University Honors Scholar. I
was one of several GSU Honors Students who represented the
school at the 2008 Spring Student Research conference of the
Honors Council of the Illinois Region held at Western Illinois
University. I facilitated a public presentation of my research that
was entitled, “Release After Incarceration, Now What?”
I believe in excelling academically, but also that service
and volunteering is an important component of being a wellrounded individual. It was my honor to be inducted into the
fall 2008 GSU Communications Honor Society, Lambda Pi Eta.
I was elected to The Student Senate Executive Board as Secretary for the 2008-2009 fiscal year. I was also a member of
The Student Fee and Finance Committee. I did volunteer work
at the school in events such as Installation, Seeds of Greatness, Black Student Union XMAS Giveaway, MLK Event, Student Senate Appreciation Program, Welcome Days, Mother’s
Day Give-away, Notes at Noon, Father’s Day Cook Out, Family
Day and Harvest Day. I was a student mentor. I was a student
representative on the Facilities Committee. I believe that being
involved with student government and activities is an excellent
opportunity to make a difference and a contribution. I have
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Θ
been an active member of this “public square.”

None of these achievements would have been possible
without the help, guidance, and assistance of the fine staff,
professors, and teachers at Governors State University. I was
embraced and supported from day one by my GSU family.

I graduated in August, 2008 with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Interdisciplinary Learning. It was my honor and privilege to
be named Governors State University’s 2008 Student Lincoln
Laureate. This award is given to a senior from each of the fouryear degree granting institutions of higher learning in Illinois. It
is given for excellence in curricular and extracurricular activities.
I was the student Commencement speaker for the Winter
2009 graduation ceremony. I love public speaking. I love to
inspire and motivate people. I am currently a graduate student
in Communications at GSU. My goal is to obtain a master’s
degree in Communications and Training in August of 2009.

My interest in pursuing a master’s degree in Communications and Training is influenced by my passion to help others
by sharing knowledge. By obtaining my credentials, I hope
to be taken seriously as I pursue my dream of becoming a life
coach. Receiving a Graduate Minority Tuition Waiver from GSU
was truly a dream come true. I was also honored to receive The
Donald W. Hanson Memorial Scholarship.
I am grateful for learning how important it is to allow
others to help you when you need it. I was helped by my GSU
family during times of personal crisis and adversity. Every step
of the way, I was embraced and nurtured by this community.
My experience here allowed me to see that I mattered and that
people cared. I realize that my journey here was unique and at
times magical. I am a testimony to what hard work, determination, and preparation can achieve. Governors State University
made that possible for me and I will always treasure my experience here.
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The Park
There once was a school, GSU
Which impacted more than a few
Its impact on me?
Why, the NMSP -Visit art, relax, and renew!
Geoff Bates
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The profiles found within IMPACT highlight countless stories of
perseverance, commitment and achievement at GSU that have
come from 40 years of high quality accessible education in the
Southland. Lives are changed each and every day through
a GSU education. You can help ensure that this tradition of
excellence continues by supporting scholarships at GSU. Your
gift will touch the lives of generations of students to come.
Please contact the GSU development office at 708.534.7494
for details on: setting up a named scholarship fund, in honor or
memory of a loved one; for details on how to give through your
estate; or for details on matching gift programs that are often
available at your workplace.
If you would like to make a gift today, please send your check,
made out to Governors State University Foundation, along with
a note detailing how you would like your gift to be used, to:
Governors State University Foundation
1 University Parkway
University Park, IL 60484
Please call 708.534.7494 if you prefer to make a gift using
your credit card, or for further information.
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